To the Worſhipfull, 


much Honoured and munificent- 
Gentleman, -Joun Durron of 
 SH1IERBOURN ig the County of 
.- Glouceſter Eſquire. ; 


$4 Sir, a ; . 3 — 
Hi. Piice had its Conception 
under your Roof, and 

1 its Birth from your 
$ > 


bounty; She was the 
OS, onely Midwife to bring, 
= it out into the worlds 
new: gave it its firſt Birth from the; 
Preſſe, and hath now rencwed it by a 
Second, which now by your nerves ha- 
ung ſtrength to go, comes to kiſſe your: 


hands, and to acknowledge its ſelf (as 
fo likewiſe) next wider God your Creature; * 
for when all was gone, and nothing 
Fieft ; 1 fallen and ready to periſh, 'your 
| A 2 | goodneſſe 


gd 
1 


"50 "+ 
- * * : . +5 7 n 2 
N 7 - 4 SR o we. * . oe 9 * ST. * 
84 * b 1 - 4 
. 4 / - 


£ 


, 


gether with your love of Learning and An- 
tiquity / procuring it acceprance where 
ever it came, makes the ſecond, even dare 
to wear the name of the obſcure and worth- 
lefſe Author:The forme: Dedication was in 
|; verſe, this in proſe, þoth co yougto ſhow, 
that in both the Authour's Jourte the Piece 
might have been worthy of à great 
4 mam acceptance, if the worbman had 
| | been skilfoll; but wharſoever-It is, 
| accept it (noble Sir) as the Votoria Ta- 
bula of my love and thanks dedicated 
to che Temple of your Honeur:It was your 
pleaſure to honour it with your Patro- 
nage, and it will honour you to your 
22 It will not be a Pillar onely te 
eep your name in memory; but a few - 
ell to your Crown of Glory, in that 
* vou willingly became the worthy Patron 
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to theft Trat that ever wespurpoſely, 
and 8 ſel} written in defence 97 7 oy 
nour dye to the much deſpijed daf of Chriſts 
Nativity, that day above all dayes, that 
the Lord made bis own,by being born there- 
oY upon; the marriage day of he ven and 
I earth, God and man, when the word was 
> made fleſh, ang dwelt among us. Chriſt the 
a > Bridegroom, our nature the Bride, and you 
by patronizing the Day, the Bridegrooms 
friend; a Title more honourable chan 
"Earth can give, An bonour more profita- 
ble than all the Gold Earths dark Exche- 
quer doth incloſc, while that in che end 
of the dayes, he ſhall ſeat you thit have 
thus honoured bis Day near himſelf in 
his glory for the day of Eternity, with 
that Honourable Call, Friend, come up 
dF - bither ; and give you a chief place among 
3 the Saints, at his own right hand, with 
4. an, He that honureth me, bim will I ho- 
ed nour. | 
my My Prayers Sir, (which are all my 
'0- Riches) ſhall be daily offered up for 
ur the performancę; as al o for the pro- 
to ſperity of you, and your lovely and loving 
SP Spouſe,that as you are Una Caro in ter- 
at ra, One Fleſh on carth; ſo you may be 
0 Rs Unum 
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Th Cats, One | 


don io fa caven, ſhining as the bright- 


neſſe of the Firmament, for wind 
ever. You have been fait ft bfull noe fel 
lows, in diawing help and cel 

poore Paſtor Fido (My prayers ever 

me leave to Nel t my ſelf who 
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olly 
Tours (for your fo much 9 
him) in and by the name ß 


| era and devoted Seren, 
| | Alan hing 
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Martyr 150. 


Arno Dom. 
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(5M of the Fathers „ Hiſtorians, 
Divines, and other Writers, that iHuſtrate 
the truth in the following Treatiſe, and the 
time wherein they floariſhed. 


odern 


| Anno Dom. 
21.Chryſoftome 398. 
71. 22. Auguſtine 420 
23. Orofins . 425. 
360. | 24-Cyrillus Alen. 430. 
203. 25. Theoaoret 431. 
204.26. Caffanus. 440. 
226. 27. Leo magnus 444. 
240. | 28.Proſper 445+ 
285. | 29-Vigilias 495. 
290. ee 500. 
326. 31-Ruper 580. 
355. 32. 2 Hi. 596. 
33, Bede 700. 
34. Je. Damaſcen 73 1. 
Pt" Maurns $30 
36. Haymo $50. 
37 -Theopbylalt. $80. 


| 38.Oecumenius 1070. 
85'] 39- Bernardus patrum 
ulti ; 1120. 


e 
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Marcus Antonius 1500. | Alftedins: | 


Poloniæ, Subundi Fungariæ, Anęliæ, Seoti 
Lituanie, Ruſfie, - Samogitie, in praxi-ſud. 5 
. Conſenſus Proteftantium . _ „ 1541 
. Synodus Sendmorenſis 4 1570. 


| Calvin, Bullenger, Melanchton, Feſtus Hamme 
OlFatbers thirty nine, loe Chriſmarkeep with me, 


Aud bundred thowjands more of brave gong gallantry, 
Moſt zealous Sparks they are i bey 'I keep it every year 


Anno Dom. 


Dionyfius Exiguns 53 2. | Petrus de natalibus 
Nicephorus 1305 · Johannes Lucidus: 


Bona venture 
Confeſſiones s Eccleſiacum Reformatarum. 

Anno Dom, Anno Dom.. 
Auguſtana | I'5 30. SHeviCe » 1530 
Bafilienſrs 1531. Wittenbergenſis .. 1552. 
Saxonica . 1551. [HelpeticaPafterjor 1566 
Gallica.. 1559. Belgica 1566. 
Helvetica Prior 1536. Bobemica. * 1573. 


Ecclefiæ Nationales. 


Modern Di vines“ 
ee Zanchins, cum maltis, aliis, &c. 


1) nat 4 


For Chriſt, and to bis ay,they'Ljpend their blood [0 
Her. g van (ball ſpeak, 
Let's bear what they can ſay they. for themſelvei 
Their words they will make way?while others are td 
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"THESTS..: 


a "The Birthday our Saviour = -7 

| © Chriſt, the +5: of December 

a * to be kept wy, by 46 br hs» 
25 Hats. 1 i 5 5 r 
6. 8 ER the Apo chiefe, aral 
EP 4 — 2 55 Hon, N 
| did Pro at in the 

Lid Wb -orcer e toute: Pe” 
? oe falſe Cheaten; the Anigh, * | 
41 word Fconfeffe in our a 


on Trl tion is Teachers, but we may read 
. either, for they are both one; the one 
WE word doth anagramatite the other, and 
boch words and deeds do prove them to 
beche ſame in cheſe dayes, when Cheaters M 
5 turn Teachers, and Teachers beaters; chea- Teachery, 
Dl | ting Chriſt of his glory; denying the Lord Cheatem. 
earl "bat bought them, themſelves of falvation, 2 
41 bringing upon "themſelves ſwift de flruion : 

"j theway of truth, of its reputation, ma · 

beg n * id ofbis fol- 


lowers 
h | &: 4 


* 


wiib feigned words, makin 


Fe 40 fall win 
3- chelem 
þ ©.” 5 a 


heſe d 


1255 are nou on gere now 
theſe wen; U ſpirits like unto 
Frogs, Reve eve * brag I ay o fot dnely creep 


inis bone), and lead captive. ſillʒj women, as 
Paul ory Id, 2 Tim. 3. 6. but even to 
5 505 5 hey of beds, as ob 
| 8 at pla and not one 
128 N ere, = Tie and Conch 
cry 8 Chcift Jelut- 2 
ie the Diqne of their own ith 108 
upon the Pikes of whaſe op 25 
ah Chrif and his truth are folied e A 
| ſuch a ſevere manner, t 
| grown: diſputable, whether Chriſt ſyf- 
- fered more in biz body by the fary and vi- 
9 of the hand, 75 A bn; , 
nd Divine ordinances, e ſcourge 
Ring > of venomous Fo arg ge 
© tongues, denying not onely the Lord 
*- + thet bought them, but all that any way 
belongs to him, leaving him more na- 
than he was between the. two 
Thieves upon the Ccoſſe, who ſtole no- 
ching iron hin: One would have him 


no 


5, mime of 


een ao ects an ea. Cer ood tee. te W 50 


2 mange P a. Aw AA 


ry — 
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Another u man; this'"agafy, 

d have him a meer man, and that de- 

hies a true boch; one ſtrips him 
quite of fe, another cloath# him with 


© 
but bs it finfall ; chis would 
have” him an Angel, char little better 
than 4 Devil, or at leaſt that he uſed one. 
One forſakes the Aſſembly of Saints, ano- | 
ther his Sacraments : one denyes his 7 
Prayer to be ſaid, another his Birth-dey ? 
to; be kept, as if His coming to fave T. 
finners were not worth the 'thankfpi- Y 
vying. Thus when men meddle too much 
with Chriſt, he gives chem over to 
themſelves, and will kaye nothing to 
2 them, and then every head is 
rantick with a ſtrange opinion, and 
that with ſome wird fancy, which all 
meet in the ſame . improbability, and 
foot-following falſhood. * | 
My task muſt be to confute them that ; 
do deny that the twenty fifth day of De- 1 
eember , the day whereon our Saviour 
Chriſt came into the world, is to be 
kept holy. In traverſing of which, give 
me leave to make uſe of that Apole 
unto all (in this caſe N. . Emre 
did once to Gratian the Eper our, in - 
2 . "i, 0 ' CA | 


fi Ser in 75 merges Ho Apo 


Lean not ſo mu 
f 7 and 3 as to 


2 


ſacred authority and proof : Let · us ack the 
Scriptures, Putriarebs, Prophets, Evange- 


liſts, Apoſtles, Chriſt; let me adde, (for 

ſo both my. task and induſtry require) 
Churches, Fathers, &c. Let us ask of the 
former dayes, and them that are more a- 


than we, the ſacred Ecclefiafticall 


7 
have our fill at a pure and clear ane 


whereof while we drink thereig,we may 
ſee the truth cleared which we Maran. 


Hiſtories. Let us give Antiquity her 
due, and not paddle jn a new 12. pud- 
dle at our own ddores, Thile we 


heyin then mith the 504ptare, Gods on word, 
e prove the honour of bu Dq, who ja 
'_ the beginning was the word. 
IN che firſt of the Hebrews, at the fixth gerigiy; 7-1 
verſe, when the Lord b. Fad re hs 
firſt begorten into the world, be faith, 
" Let aff the angels of God worſhip him; in the Heb. 1. C. 
words, commanding thoſe glorious | 
Y creatures to ſet the day of Chrifts birth 
aide, for ſuch an holy worſpi ß. 
b Ando they did, for fo we read, Luke 
' 2.7, 8, 9, 10. &c. no ſooner had Mary 
brought forth her firſt-born ſon. and laid 
him in a Manger, but immediately the 
Angels, according to the former com- 
mand, deſcend from heaven in multi- 
tades, to make merry, and keep holy. -- 
day with the wake'ull Shepberds, in thi 
fields of Ephrata; Heaven and. Earth, 
Church Militant and triumpbant, angels and 
men thus meet in ont, to ſolemnize this 
glorious day; to make it fo, and to 
conſecrate it for a future worſhip, 
NN the glory of the Lord ſhone round about them; 
The Angel preacheth the Sermon; and 
his Text is ſuicable to the time and Au- 
ditory, directed to them that were to 
teach others; the words, Fear not you, 
for bebold J bring you tidings of great Joy, 
| ich 
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Verle 14. ended, the multitude of ms 2 


Verſe 16. in haft to Bethlebem, i worſhip 


1 Tim,3.16 feel in the fleſb, ſeen of Angels, by them 


which bo 


Her flocks,and Chriſtians go to ploughy 


Fs. 


born tha 25 real po r 
day in | 
our, which-is Chriſt the Lord; he — 


* hoſt to the Pſalme 
"whereof was, Glory any Br on bes in 
earth peace, and good will towards men. This 
done, the Angels depart, and leave their 
brethren the Shepherds to finiſh what 
they began; for this purpoſe they, as 
they were commanded by 155 wy 0cd. oh 
t 


new born Babe, which ſervice onee per- 
formed, they return not to their flocks, 
but leave them to the protect ĩon of the 
new born Sbepberd, and go up and down 
all that day, preaching what they had 
heard and ſeen, and make them to won- 
der, and well they might, ſeeing great 
was this Myſtery of godlineſſe, God mani- 


preached unto the Shepher dt, believed on by 
* ems, and all upon this day. 
Shall Angels then, that have no fan 
reach and exhort their hearers to a ce- 
Erection, and fhall men be ſilent chat are 
nothing but fin? Shal] Shepherds leave 
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re we have Gloriam Dei, iem illuminan- 
tem, 
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multit 


from the Grave, and ſhal not the dey of 

Nativity, or of his birth from the womb 
be ſolemnized once a year? eſpecially 
Keing we have more warrant for keep- 
Ing of this than that, for that we have 


of Troas, Galatia and Corinth, who ufed 


che week, but not one word of pre 

bur for keeping the day of Chr:fts Nativi- 
ty, we have both precept of God and An- 

gels inthe Church triumphant, the practiſe of 
the Shepherds and Chriſtians in all ages in 

. the Church militant. . 

A chird place to prove this truth, we 

have in the hundred and tenth Pſalm, 

verſe the third, where the Prophet ſpeak- 

ing of the coming and Kingdome o 
Chrift, faich, lack day of thy „the 

3 ＋ — fes. 

| or ſpip, 


"the dew of thy birth, is as 


warrant | ing of this day? 
-Shall the day then of Chriſts Reſwrefion 
be kept holy once a week, his birth- ay 


onely the prattiſe of a few Churches, as 
to meet together upon the firft day of 


Pſal. 116.3 


with 


* i , - | * br — * 4 T * 1 Ek 1 
the womb of the morning: Or as our, aft 
Tranſlation. reads is, Thy people ball e 


lun in the day of thy power, in the beau · 
ties of. r fr the womb.of the marn-- 
ning, thon baſt the dew of thy youth. Here 
the Prophet makes mention of. a day, in 
which all people ſhould bi ing free-will 
offerings unto Cbriſt, with an holy wor- 
ſhip, which is to be tendred unto him 
in the beautics of holinefle, that is, in 
the particular places of Ailembly , the - 


Churcbes., and therefore to be kept + 


boly-day, nay muſt, toric. runs, the people I 
{ball bring thee free will oferings, or they . 


be their duty, when ęver the day comes 
rr $A 
Now what day is this, but Chrifts Birth- I" 
da? and therefore we have it here cal; Js 
led the dew of bis birth Tat jaiduthekab, F 
moſt properly, according. to the origi: 
nall, which was 3 45 the 7 of 75 
morning, as one tranſlation, er from the - Jy 
womb of the morning, as the other, the firſt F 
ſhewing that the Birth of Gbrift, and dem 
ar fruit thereof, was like the morning- 


wou, comfortable and pleaſant unto all,. 


according to the Angels teftimony, Luke [3 
2. 10. Or chat he was born in che begin: © 
n 


ſhall be willing in that day, ſhewing it to 


Nt cork thing; Mf 
day, as appears in the ſame place. 
Fat we that the a here meant bs 
"6h of Chriſts Birth; appears eſptcially - 
eee it 1 called . of bis yaw? 
the morning / whereot, his power 
Was manifeſted in breaking open the 
| of MARIES Wombe ; nay more 
prop 1 the D AT of bis Power, 2 
pitium regni the beginning of his 
A deing as this day — King of the 
rw, Mat. 2.2. When Kings came to do 
mage to this King of Kings chat noW 
| rare whereupon he ſer his King 
| 7 t his boly bill of Zion, and therefore the fal. ol. 


39 


of his power, P ſal. 2.6. when he fad, r. s I 


wn art my Sonne, this dey bave I begotten 
| th , verſ. 7. * is to ſay, I have mani- 
ited thee by g born as upon this 
day, to be m 75 Fey = 2 all 2 | 
4 2 22 rp b ih for ty 
id the utte og the earth for t 4 
＋ „ that And mayeſt break them 
witk drodof iron, and bruiſe them-to os 
he d potters veſſel: all arguments of 1 
wer, verſ. 8, 9. concordant 1 
Fade 110 Pala v. 3767. wr 
of * * upon card days: 


MA ets Rape EEC 


; thereforeevery year that the ropbhecy | * E 
be fulfilled the people that believe in hin}. 
are to bring him, not legall Sacrifice 
which figured him to come; but the free 
will offerings of praiſe, and thankeſgiving fo 

is gracious comming,to be tendred un- = 
to God in the beauty of bolineſſe, the place; 
where we meet together to exerciſe holy duties, ©. 
and the reaſon is, b:cauſe the dew of his 
birth, like the wombe of the morning, did 
refreſh all ; ſo for that, refreſhing thanks}, 
is to be given by all. | | | 

A fourth and laſt place, In, fobe L. 56.18, 

where our Saviour Chriſt ſaith unto the 


John g. 56. Phari ſes, Tour father Abraham rejoyeed to ſeefÞ , 
my day, and be ſaw it, and was gled : What] 


day was this? It was not the day of high; 
Paſjion, nor of his ReſurreFion, nor of his] ;- 
Aſcenſion into heaven, for theſe were toff 
come when our Savieur ſpake the words, 
but that day was paſt o hich he then 
ſpake; ir could then be no gather but the; 5 
day of bis comming and — in the; 
fleſb (according to the current of Inter- 
preters)) that bleſſed day of his Nativity; th 
which Abrabam by the eye of faith be- be 
held, and ſaw ſo many years before, I 
Now, if he, the Father of the mo al 
; | 


rr er 
po wan years before, rejoyce and Almoſt 
Va glad to ſee that day a comming; ſure- Ay 4 
I all the Sons of the faithfull Abrabam 7 
Vill in cheir ſucceſſive generations be 
glad, rejoyce; and give thanks that it is 
came and paſt, and every y ar tolemnize 
the ſame in remembran:e of what they 
got by his comming, 1 Tim. 1.1 5.1. 
id This is that great F-fall cilled by 
the Eaſtern Church 9£ogara:. Or Segel, 


ks Cod appearing, e714 toarn Jede d&rFewror; l 
4 varteteg decaule God appeared to wen 
„e e his Birth; ſo, Baſil a and Nazianzen * De huma- 


or io uſe the Apoſtles phraſe , God was v Chriſti 


mani ſeſt in the fleſh. c | R 
lat . IE , d Orat. 38. 
gy * 2.-ET:pavie the Epiphanie or the appear- 11185 64 


ing Ker FN implying, that this ap- 

pearing excelled all other whatſocver. 

put here two things are worthy: to be 

noted. The one is; that the Churches in 

9 55 becauſe they celebrated Chriſs- -+- \ 
E 


Arth and alſo his Baptiſme, upon one and 
ſame day, called, both theſe Feafts 4 Va. 
romiſcuoully Epiphanie d. The other is, O7 at. ia S. 
at the modern Churches have through 8 

ue and cuſtome of ſpeech, reſtrained the 9 * 
zul word Epipbanie unto the Feaſt commonly Magdeb. * 
aid 119 this Twelfth day, cel brated in me- ccai. 4, 6.6. 


B 2 mory 


172 Sor 
mory of the miraculous app 
the Star which led the wile men to 
7. Chrift. } | 
. Nds . reed d cor f The Birth- 
” orat,zs, day of ont Saviour, ee 
e 4. Hier wiyirn, x) T6 deg rd jntys- 
1 „e al.'rexts.8 The greateſt and Metropolitan Feaſt. 
5 Poulet. The Weſtern Church called it Dies Na+ 
F -* Ambre. tivitatis,the day of the Nativity." By way 
tim. is, iz. oftminency and dignity. | 
. 2. Luminaria, The Feaſt of lights, either 
Fun 1. 5.5 becaule they uſed many lights and can- 
: dles at this Feaſt, or rather becauſe Chriſt 
the light of lights, that true light then 
came into the world. 
BS 3. Dies Natali: Domini vel Natalitie Do- 
* Hieron, mini. * The Birth day of our Lord; we 
en. 5. 12. call it Chriſt mas, or Chriſty Meſſe,; not from 
any Maſſe ſaid thereupon , but from our 
ancient word Meſſe, which fignifies a] 
Feaſt, ſo that Cbriftmas is no more than a 
meſſe or Feaſt provided on the day of 
Chriſt birth, in a way of rejoycing as 4- 
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| me brabam did, foretold by Facob! Gen. 49. 10. 
8 Marked out by he Prophet . 
. 14. ſpeciall and wonderfull day; = nay, ſo 
& A: 14 vile he is with the conſideration 7 
thereof, that he rejoyceth with the 
. Church, | 
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55 | „5 
"Church, as if the day of Chriſts birth were v 
then cc -#9 ® Tbey joy before thee according «1.9.6, 
to the joy in barveft, and a/ men rejoyce when 
they devide the ſpoil : For unto us child is = 
| barn, unto ut « ſon is given. And he is ſe- 4 
.  conded by the Prophet Zechariah o ſay- o zech. 3. l. 
z ing, Thus ſaith the Lord of Hofts, I wi'l 10. 9 
being forth my ſeruant (CHRIST) the 
Branch. In that day ſhall ye call every man 
» his neigbbeur under the vine and under the 
N- tree. 
80 much de jure, that the day may and 9 
ought to be kept holy of all chem that . 
Have any part in Chriſt, and chat by 
Seripture. 5 
Now we come to prove that de faFo, 

that it bath been kept holy in all ages, in all 
ports of the Chriſtian world, and our wit- 
© neſſe ſball be the praiſe of Gods Church,both 
"Eaſt and Veſt, in Alia, Africa end Europe, 
af | inthe Primitivetimes, and of all the refor- 

«- medChurches in Chriſtendome, (Scotland 
' enely excepted, and yet net altogether) in 
| theſe times whererem we live. Which pra- 
i Riſe is ſufficient to prove the point, 

thogh there ere only general grounds 
Hut of Scripture to ſupport and back it; 
the Church having power for any pub+ 

pre. 4 B 3 lick 


1 
- 


7 17 ” N a . 


>, , Nabe ats 4 to. n Joins robs . 

> .(. Civingyearly to be. kept holy in remem 
brance of the ſame, and by the generall 
practiſe thereof, a! the children of the 
Church, being dound to keep the famegin 
their ſucceeding generations. 

Such was the teaſt of Purim inflicuted 
Eſther 9.20 by the Church of the Jews, and com- 
© 22.22, manded yearly to be obſerved by all 
tf their poſterity in remembrance of their 
deliverance from Haman's cruelty. 
WS $0.23 Such was the Feaſt of the dedication of 
I Mace. 4. dhe Temple, at which Chriſt was annually 
* 59, Preſent, yet neither of theſe were com- 
. manded by God. 
| Such is our Lords day, commonly fo 
called, or che firſt day & the week by us 

kept holy in rtmembrax ce of Chriſts re: 
ſurrection (or his birth; or both) there» 
upon, for the keeping whereof we have 
no expreſſe command out of the word 
of God: but onely the bare practiſe of 
ſome few Churches, in the Apoſtles time, 
and the conſtant obſervance of all partie» 
lar Churches over «ll the world, ever fince 
their time, which with us is ſo: prevail- 
ing an authority, and ſure. warrant for 
4 obſervation, * we ſhould kim 
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ncht e inſt FO 
ebe Lords day by, „an Anathema, | 


— al ſo, ii the day of our Lofde 
Natjvity, which hath alwayes general, 
» conflantly, annually been kept bo 
0 in all Nations from the Apoſtles time to 
ours. For which we now come to pro- 
duce our Witneſſes; and firſt for the pri- 
dane times, thoſe purer dayes of Chri- 
\ | © Fhe ſum of whoſe evidence is, that 
our Spier Chriſt was born in Ninter, 
+ | near unto or upon the very day ofthe 
Winter Solftice, or (as all agree) he was 
then born when the dayes began to 7 
creaſe and lengthen, upon the 25 day of 
Decemb 1 1 ſhe 5 
Fulends ef January ſay others, and yet 


7 


all fay i oy the ſame thing, for the 
rib b of the Catends of Januar. & the 25. 6f 


£ C 


, according to diverfe accounts 
re all one, and the winter Soſftice in our 
'Saviowrs time was upon the 25 of Decem- 
v, as alſo the Yernall Egninom upon the 
of March, as all Aſtronomers confeſſe, 

Ind ſhall more plainly appear in the fol- 
N Tremile a - four are all the | — 
ers 
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ders to be-underſtood,, Mg 158 
Saint Auguſtine, that Chriſt eds 5 | 
. in equinotio verno : natus in 8 . | 


no , Ccnceived in the vernal equinox y 1 21 
dorn in the winter. Solſtice, that he was |: 


born on che eighth of the Calends of Ja- 


mary, that is to ſay, on the 25 day of a a 


December, . as we in England bave I 
firmed. tot 
They ſay KA em that this day 9 | 
in the Primitive times kept holy by 4+ Ji 
poftolicall Tradition 8 pon the 
word of God; and ſuch Tradition: we ei 
are bound to obſerye, even by the word fs 
of God, as I they had been written by Itus 
the Apoſtles themſelves as we may be a- 
ſured. by thoſe two Texts Tbeſſ. 2.15. 


1Cor. 1 1. 2. S. Paul in the former bjddingtben Fi 1 


bold the Traditions which the) bad been 


taught either by word, or bis Epiſtle, and in N che 
the other prayſiug the Ceriutbians, that they {ai 


remembred him in all things, aud kept . 
wapedogty, the ordinances. as be delivered n 
them unto them, And ſuch an;Apoſtolica You? 


ordinance, or Tradition, is the iolemni+ Ida 
zing of che. Birth day of aur Seviour Re 


bee” Feſws. tt 
Io proye the lab brit let twoorthree a 
E * | 
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k 
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this par 
out Uhavert « Rape n 
et ee N po 1 in the 
de wherein they lived. 
Firſt then, sana Auguſtine in his 118 
to Fanuarins 5 ſpeaking- of the 
arly Fea then obſerved, „ſalch, Illa que 
ctipta,ſed tradita caſtodimus, quæ quidem 
be terrarum orbe obſervuntur, dentur intel- 
| 5 4 75 s Ayoſtolis, vel plenar ii conei- 
In quorum eft in eccleſia ſaluberima autbo- 
liter, commendata atque ſtatita retineri; ſi- 
4 quod Domini pai , & reſurrettia, & 
ſeenſſo in cælum. 9 de cœlo Spari- 
un uni, anniver faria ſolemnitate celebran- 
tr. Thoſe Feaſts. concerning which we 
1 ave no expreſſe Scripture, but onely Tra- 
Niem, which are now obſerved all the 
; vorld over; we-.ought to know that 
je keeping: of them. was commended 
ata us, and inſtituted (or command- 
5 either by the Apoſtles themſelves, or Ge- 
Councels, of. which there is a moſt 
wholeſome uſe in the Church of God; 
tare the Feafis of our Lords Paſſien, 
Schemen » Aſcenſion into Heaven, and 
e coming down of the Hely Ghoſt, which 
ee now kept holy, wich . yeatly ſo- 
4 * But 


\ 


| ay. with a Feaſting devotion. 


” "420, 1200. years agoe, when the for 


*_ Y «4 


| Buthere He Goa 
ply, where is the Feaſt | 
this while ? I anſwer, he por in a more 
ſpeciall and honourable mention of it 
2 Cas not tobe named 
ame day the former, the ſ 1'4 
exceliency thereof) ſaying, — os 0+ be 
Oportet, portet, ut Die Nativity Domini, Sacre- Pol 
* ments celebremus, & ipſum revolutum anni ea 
our duty, Diem feſta — celebrare, Here iu 
chiefly behoves us (more than in the fore A 
mentioned Feaſt: ) that upon the day of fu: 
our Lords Nativity, we ſhould receive the ſþe 
| Sacrament in remembrance of him that 
annoy was born upon it, and upon the return 
crament Of the year, to celebrate the very day il 


Theſe words were written more than IÞ% 


Floyuit An- 
ementio ; 


ned dayes, and eſpecially that of the Na- I 

_ were kept feſtival and holy, Ubi- hz 

unque ſe diffundit do univerſitas, uni- Ws 

4 quaeungue ſe diffundit eccleſia, even 

wh the worlds end | wherloner the er 

Church did extend her fſclf, as he doth Þ 

_ * .- maintain „ Libre 32. contra Fauſtum Þ 
8 cap. 12. 


To leave him for a while, Epiphanius, 0 


{Father more ancient than he by one 
Alred and fifty; years, in his Cen- 
„ doth afirm, that the Chriſtians of 

F rimitibde Churth, did faſt upon all the 
Huches in the year , except the day 

briſts Nativity fell upon a Fryday, whic 

beChurch (ſaĩth he) excepred by an A- 
oRolicall craditlon, not faſting but 

taſting thereupon. 127 Y 

We muſt not here omit, that ever ſince Siomyſſus 
he time of Chriſt, according to the E xiguns, 
ulgar account, our Saviour hath been ne 532. 
eld to be born on the 25 day of Decem- Fle lit. 
T, in the year of the world, 3949. 

d ich account hath been received over 

l Cbriſtendvme, for ſo much as belongs 
o'that Day; It is called the Valgar and 
Nomyſian account, becauſe Dionyſius Exi- 
uns, Abbot of Rome, in the time of 
uſtinian the Emper our, about the year 
32. got it eſtabliſhed for the onely 
ue and orthodox account, becauſe ĩt 
vas the ſole account uſed by the Chriſti- 
ms that lived before, but eſpecially , 
by Euſebius, Ferome, and Proſper of Aqui- 
ane, who uſe none but in their Eccle- 
mRical Hiftories of the Primitive times. 
To adde more light hereunto, there it 
3 | "Rt 4 
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Is manuſcript intheArchives + of the uk 

| lick Library at in the Arabica 
tongue, being a Codex of the Coun 
cels collecte by Jeſepb the Egypria D 


4 wherein it is afficmed, that bot 
2 Feaſt; and alſo the day thereof, Decemi 
| ber the 25. is ſaid to ftand by Apoſtoli 
call Canon, the words make it the A. 
of a Ceuncell, ſaying, Te are to conſtiſ 
tute an Anniverſary Feaſt, at the Nati viii 
of the Lord Chriſt, on the dey on which: bay 
was born, that is, onthe 25 day of the fine 
Canon i. e. of December; for this is t 
principoll of all the Feaſts. | 15 
There is another Arabick Manuſcripfth 
in the Archives of the publick Librat ii. 
in Cambridge , compoſed by Sabid Abe 
8 Batrick, who in the life of Conſſ ant ini 
2 | hath theſe words to the ſame purpoſe th 
) Dur Lord and redeemer JeſiuChriſt was bor 
onthe 15 day of the firft Canon, that is, o D 
wcember, and on the fixth day of the ſecor 
; Canon, that is, of January, was the Epipł 
ny or Baptiſme of Chriſt. The Egyptian Cay 
lendar, in Kirker de computatione Eccleſia 

cap. 3. and Johannes Antiochenus or 
ta, do in plain terms affirm the ſan 
Theſe t ſtimonies I have tendered as th 
. weer 


Mul Mr. and — * 
u chat learbed, worthy and judici ous 
ngSDivine, Doctor Hammon. As alſo that 
eint Chry ſeſtome, in bis Homily on Chrifts 
"Birch day, preached to the people of 
SAntioch,doth affirm and vrofelſe, that he 
Shad it out of the Cenſuall Rolls or Tas 


tile, ef Ae the Emperour, that is to 
i 1 fthoſe iftersof all that were en- 


"Jrolled by Augustus his Decree, Duke 2.1. 
tog or with the place and day E the 
*IMoneth, and year wherein it was done, 
Fthat our Saviour; Chriſt was born on 
he 25. of December, adgd Toy dxgif3; 
era ihre, x, Thy S iel ij 


een Teparnpazuty, We have received the 
Stay from thoſe that accurately knew 
ſe things, and who dwelt in the Ci- 

y of Rome. f 
Phat enrolment or «roypepi orCenſus way 
early the occaſion ot Joſephs and Marie: 
coming to Betblebem,[& when they were 
dJupon that occaſion , - Chriſt was born, 
nd muſt therefore have his name and 
Wirth enrolled alfo, as Saint Chryſoſtome 
found it in them. And to theſe Tables 
wo Juſtine Martyr, in his Second Apdls- 
| gie, 


*; 
* 


need hd 


Clemens 
Romanus 
n 70, 
Phil. 4 3. 


The A po- 
ſtolicall 


Decree for 


the Day. of 
Chriſts 


© Birth, 


gie , makes 


„ „„ % CO” 7 4 3 
; his Appeal to evidence th 
_ of 7 irth even to cha 
mperoury of Rome, who would cafilyf 
have been able to have diſapproved him 
if it bad not been fo. And further toff® 
witneſſe the truth of their teſtimony ] 
the ſame Father, writing againſt Mar. . 
cion, lib. 1 4. cap. 19. faith, Cenſum Auguſt” 
fideliſſimum teſtem Dominice Natiuitatis, Ro- 
mane Archive euſtodiunt, The Romane Ar- 
chives preſerve Auguſtus Cenſuall Roll , a, 


N 
4 


moſt faithful witnes of the Birth of Chriſt, of 


But to put jt beyond all doubt, Cle- 
ments the Scbolar of the Apoſties, mentio - 
ned by Saint Paul, and called Ce- of 
ment of Rome, to diſtinguiſh him from 
the other of Alexandria, wha flouriſned 
in the ſeventieth year of Cbriſt, when 
all the Apoſtles ¶ James excepted) were 
alive, who was Regiſter unto them, and 
writ the Book of the Apoſtles Conſii- I 
tutions, in the thirteenth Chapter of 
the ſaid Books ſets this down for ane, . 


Dies natalis Domini noſtri Jeſu Chri-le 
ſti celebretur, vicefimo quinto dieſes 
menſis noni (i. e. Decembris)un-[ 
merando 3 Martio, 


4 * 


4 0 


hes the Bt 40 of our Saviour Fe- - 
cri be celebrated on. the twenty 
fifth dey of the ninth moneth, (that is to 
Slay» of December) beginning to reckon 
March. | 


from 
Abd again, 
h Dies Feſtos agitate fratres, ac primum 
jj quidem diem Natalis. : 
Jl , . 
Y.. Brethren, keep diligently the Feaſt 
9 dayes, and truly in the firſt place the day 
A Chrifts birtb. 'F 
J Bebold che Conſtitution it ſelf, word 
Jr word, and his exbortation annexed; 
which and what hath been already 

Aid, _ r N it 

eth and appear, that the twenty 
fi | — 9) = hath even from 

Ide Apoſtles time, been kept holy by all 
"JCbriſt:ans, ſolemnly meeting together in 

their ſeverall Congregations, for the 
"Ibirth day of our Saviour Christ, ther 
 Jipon joyning together in publick pra 
& ers, hearing the word, receiving the Sa- Conſtit. 
e ny AQ Its , and giving thanks for his ib. f. cap. 12 
ming into the world;all building up- 

Du this Conftitution, grounded upon the 


forecited 


1 Zouppoſe it is true, which is hot; that 
' Juſtine An, Juſtine Martyr, Irenbus and Tertullian, FW 
80. thoſe firſt Fathers, who flouriſhed in the YL 
base, e next to the Apoſtles, make no menti- 
11%. On of keeping of this day, have not a 
line in all their writings now exrant, 
to exhore the people to obſerve the 
ſame, ſhall we therefore conclude that 
the day was not therefore annually ſolem- 
ized? No in no wiſe (tor thoſe purer 
Chriftians did do it without 41 doubt 
though many times privately, for fear De 
ob perſecution) but their filence con- 
cludes rather, chat the Chriſttans then 
needed no exhortations to ſo holy a du- 
ty, nor no informations concerning the N 
day and year 7 our Savieurs birth, they ha- 
ving in perfect memory what the A- 
filet had delivered concerning this par- In 


* Tertullian] 
An. 203. 


| ticular. IT, «2.0 : i Ky | a 1 
But when afterwards the a n vf ei 
mquity began to worke', and 


divers $1. 
iſtians in thoſe times of perſecution 
— orgot b din and 
diyers bereticks, the filthy ;{ſpawne of Li- N 
og and Cerintbus, began to deny the Cod- 
head of our Saviour, as Montane, Theo- 
| dot ion, 


* 


. 8 * 
* I a — 
* ED of 4 " >, 4 = 
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= , . 4 * 
. 


Weh, Artemon, Alexander, who with 
many more crept into the Church, about 
the. yet 200. denying not 6nely his 
deity, afficming him ameer man, concei- 
dof mans. ſeed , but denying alſo his 
Rirth-day to be kept holy, and dehorting 

Iceir Projehtes from worſhipping there- 
Yupan , leaſt they ſhould ſeeme to ho- 
Inour and alſoe acknowledge him 

»r God. Hereupon the Fathers, thoſe Pri- 

mit ive lights, to vindicate our Saviours- 
eig, and toſhew that Divine worſhip 
Jas due to him, began vehemently to 
urge the keeping of the gay , urging the: 
iradition, and aforementioned conſtitution 

of the Apoſtles,, the examples of their fore- 
ſathers, and the Churches univerſallpratiiſe, 

I the times that they lived in, bringing 
in the cuſtome of the Churches of God, as 
maine argument, as the Apoſtle like- 
wiſe doth, in a ſmaller matter, 1 Cor. 
. 16. It is true what Tertulien ſaith, 
at Chriſt was called truth not cuſtome, and 
at cx without truth is nothing 
-Porch but know that the cuſtame of the. 
Church, grounded upon truth, is like an 
med man to fight tor and maintain 13 
1 : © 


- 


© Clemens 4- A Iris, whoflofriſh 
 lexand, an- ed. at the ſame time with Tanis ry 
- 30234. the yeare 204. reputes and cenſures the}; 5 
followers of Bafilides for Hereticks who |, 
held that our Savieur Chrift was born 55 
on the twenty fourth, or ewefſty fiſth an 
of Pharmuth or April, and others that * 
ſaid that he was borne on the twenty 

fifth of Pacbon or May, contrary to the A 

ancient and received Traditjon, Libr. 10. 
Stromatum. Differences about it argue e 

the ob{@yation. | 
Next after him 7 eleſphorne 1 in his de- 

2 * cretal Epiſtle ſaith; Statutum eſt, Ste, It} 
= pag. 5 Maained , that in the holy night of the Na · t 
11. tivity of pur Lord and Saviour, they doe ce- 
lebrate the publick Church- ſervices , and inn 
them ſole mul fing the Angels Hymne, be- <4; 
cauſe alſo the ſame night be was declared unto eta 
the Shepheards by an Angel, as the truth it @r 
ſelf doth witneſſe.“ Fre 
Next aſter himTheopbilns Bp. of Cæſares | en 
in Paleſtine, a man approved by M. Perkins [rg 
in his demonſtration of the problem, Vol. 
2. p. 597. affirms, that we oughtto cele- e 
brate the Birth-day of our Lord, on what Ita 
M loever the 25. of Decem. ſhall i 


Tbeopbils 


da 
80 


—— 


4 ON hs 2. r. 1 we 
He torum Chri- 4 
. | | 


by 
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. Origen Scholar to Clemens of Alexan- Origen 26 
ria famous about the year. 226. in divers 
parts of his works records the annuall” 
and univerſal obſeryation of the fame. , = 
' After him Cyprian (who lived in the cin 2433 
ſame age with Arnobius and Lafantiue ,) | 
| and flouriſhed in the yeare 240. Biſho 
| of Carthage, and a glorious Martyr, mT 
one whole Sermon, now extant in his 
Workes, preached upon the very day of 
1 2 birch, part whereof — — here 
Ingroſſe, Which will give excellent light 
| to the truth of this particular. 
His words follow... -- : {; : —— 
| --*Adcft Chriſti multum defiderata & ge,w; dle 
e e Nath 4s, Adleſt folemni- Nat. pom, 
ctas i entiarum Salvatori 
rates & lautles viſitatorĩ ſuo per orbem ; 
*rerrarum ſanta reddit Eccletas.Gandia * 
nobis cælitus nanciantur, lætitia impe- 
ratur, nox iſta ſacri partus cõſcia, nobis 
Fy rene in ca» 
*ftibus ſuperi, pax in terra, bona vol an- 
Las hominibus confirmatur. Adiunc An- 
eli, loquuntur Paſtoribus, non de- 
X | C2 dignantur 


I * 


++ Hpnatityr Todui peffonia fi : 
& cum ipfi ſublimes ſunt, infirmos non 
caſpernantur. r = 
44d 20h The much defired and long look'dÞ** 
for day of Chriſt's Nativity, is now preſcutÞ'* 
with us, that famous ſolemnity is now 


* n : "7 
797 ; Ky, 


S- 


r upon us, and as upon this prefent dq, 
the hoh Church, throughout the whole 
7 world gives thanks to her Saviour, and. 


renders praiſe to him, that as this day vi-. 
fited ber from on bigh. Joyes are preached} , 
K from Heaven, and merry-making com-. 
manded on earth. The foregoing night! 
conſcious of that ſacred Birth, is by us. 
turned to day by bright Burning}; 
Lampe and Torches. The pow-[ 
ers above give glory to God in the,. 
- higheſt, peace is promiſedapon > - 
and good will conficm'd unto men. The] 
Angels are preſent, and ſpeak to the] 
Shepbeards, they do not now. disdainef * 
to open their mouthes to mean perſons; | 
and though they be moſt glorious crea- c 
tures', yet they deſpiſe not thoſe who - 
are weak &c, So farre be and the Father 
that lived before the Councel of Nice in | - 
the firſt, ſecond, and third Cenw-J-* 
ry. Np 8 


* 


To 


Fathers. 
To come to the fourth , in the very 
eginning thereof, Nivephoruy, in the ſe - 
enth book of his Eccleſiaſticall Hiſtery, 
| and the ſixth Chapter, aſſures us, that 
at Nicomedia (a City of Bithinia) © when 
the Feſtivall of Chriſts Birth-day 
| © came, axd a multitude of Chriſtians, 


| be 


the Temple to celebrate that Birth- 
day. Diocle ſiun the tyrant, having got- 
ten an advantagiout occaſion, where- 
-*by be might accompliſh his madneſſe 
Land ſury, ſent men thither to. jmcloſe 
a Abe ple, and ſet it on fire row: as 
4 and ſo conſumed. them all 

: even twenty thouſand — 
I Never] Was ſuch a bon- ire on a Thankspi- 
' wing fl. ever. ſuch a Sacrifice on the 


' Saints aſc 
Fab's Angel 1a T e flame, to ſup with 
Chriſt above, the beginging of whoſe 
day they kept with che rcþ below. 

But in the ſame age more honour was 
{ done unto the day by Valentinian Em- 
- pcrour of the Welt, Tbeodoſius the great, 
And his Son Arcadius, Emperours of the 
Eaſt, who by their Imperiall decrees au- 
5 C 3 thort- 


Bam View of ow OO 1 Us. wr 7 e 


© 


© of all ages, had aff. mbled together in 


| day of Ch 3 ſo many Senj, 
up to heaven like ns- 


N 


— * 
— 


0 Fathers. 


CON 


ted by Doctor Hiliet in bis Ynopſis, 9. 
gen. cont.q. 8 p. 406. of 


Bas: I any man ſhell diſpute his credit, | 
magnus there is mention made of it by Baſil the our 
375. great, that glorious lamp of Cefarea, P 


thoriſed che Feaſt of the Nat wity, 24 Ta. 4 
£9 Zobo doth witneffe, an Aut hour quo- 


IF whoſe contemporaries were Athanaſius, [or 

5 Hillary and Optatus, about the year 370. fe 

when this bright Star of Cappadoria, in- 

Hghtened the world, and witn har WT 

for his time, the bleſſed tny was annualh kept | .-1 

with ſolemn obſervance, and he honfars it (wb 

wich a ne d eitle, calling it Diem Weyariz; tw. 

avothery after him, Epi hae mol I d ut 

ears the day of Gods appetrance, wid that a- 
moſtelegantly, becauſe that uphn that C 

1 Tim. ; da 3 Oe $puyep dy & cap! od was ma- py 4 
16. Tem. 1. who ed in tht᷑ fleſh. Fur ther he Hath left us . 
p.466. one Sermon preached there pon now Þ 

| end wg 1 * . : | ; i 
bean 6 4% iangen , who lived [Þ* 

1 50100 *> at the ſame time, hath an 5 

244,372, Oration made to the people upon that Me 

| day; entitüled, Oratio in Santa Epipha- net 

morum hamma, An Oratin upon the hal- Ne 

Towed” light of the  Epipkanies, (by. 

l 4 n. which name ſaith the learned Zanchy) in 


| K. F atbers. 
SG Fathers did not underfland the as 
mmonly ſo called, when Chrift was 
ET wile: men of the Eaſt, 
ut the Jay of his Birtb-and Baptiſme:Nay 
arg. in his 38. 53 he breaks 
t into this admirable expreſſion, Vir- 
tes caleſtes quoque hodierno die, 8c. I am 
(OL t,'that even the beavenly powers: 
þ alſo this preſent day celchrate the Feaſt to- 
ther,and 2 exceedingly for jay, ſeing they 
15 endued with the love of God and men. 


Es. 
Who 


two forementioned Fathers, and conti-' 
wed under the Emperours, Valens,Gra- 
ian, Tae ins, in his book enticaled;' 
As varia Dorina, de fide Coths- 
olice- ecclefie, reckoning up 
Feaſts then kevt, and ſolenmly ob- 
1 97 7 the Cathelick, Church, mentions 
ef Chriſts Birth for one of the 
or land — And further in his 
51. Hereſie affirms, that Chrift was born 
Berea Tanuorium menſem, about the mo- 
zeth of January; who hath leſt us fx 
Sermons all preachedon the very day. 


2 


| 


C 4. under 


nius, that great light of Cypras, Epiphanias 4 
urithed at the ſame time with the 4:72 373. 


The next is Ambroſe Biſhop of Millain Aubroſr. 
in Taly, who flouriſhed at the ſame time 374. 
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under theE 


Emperors, Gietian and Theo, 
ſits, about the year 374. Who deth 
witneſſe for the Weſtern Churches, that in 
them In bis dayes, this day' was generally 


N 1 
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- 
. 


4 T 3 -»* F « ba - 
4. . . 
- ö 
tian and Tbeoda -le 


kept; boly; and in his ſecond Sermonthe 
preached thereupon ', deſcahting upon 
the Birth dayes of Chriſt? and Jobm the 
Baptiſt, his foreranncr, aftirins Johne 
to 


born at Midſummer, arid. our Sa- 


viour in the Vinter; his words are 
thele. + +. + A © 


Ecce in Nativitace Chriſti dies «>| 
<cit;, in Nativitate ſohanhis'decreſcic, 
* Chrifto oriente Jux proficit, Johan- 
ine naſcente,.minuitur ; Ipſa enim quo- 
d modo tempora famulantur par- 
© cubus ſuis. Cum det rimentum ſatiunt kh 


Sci vus ꝑignitur, cum autem Dominus 
© nafcicur : augmentum conſequumtur 
„ profectum plane facit Dies eum j 
ſalvator 01 itur, d fectum patitur, cum 

F ultimus Propheta generatur. Stribi- 
© cur en im, Lex & Prephetæ uſque dd fohun- 
© nem, ai que ideo uc ſſe erat ut obſcu- 


© raretur legis ober vatio, ubi evocatioſ 
© ubi Evangelii gratia, reſulgebant, & 


© ceſſeret. prophetis veteris toftamenti; 
cum novi Teſtamenti gratis facce- 


\ 


4 K a 0 2 24 debat 


bi, 


It. 


to 


. ” 


Ergo in e Domini 
det Dies quem {plchdidifima Jux 
k Bude Muminat. 
P at the pirth of Chriſt 
doth *encreale, zt the birth of 7 
nicdoth decreafe : CEriſt riſing the 1 
15 #he ige "ted; Toby being burn Ic 
"leflenied; For the very times in a 
banner do wait upon their ſeveral Nati _ 
ficies; when 17 17 ſervant is burn 
en they fter is brought 
forth, Te 15 (Fl 25 enureaſe 
4 en the Savior of t e world cawveirito, 
but decreaſe, when the laſt of the Pro- 
} bets was born in it:forit is wi itten, that 
the Law & the Trepbetf run med til Juhſis 
ind therefore it was ror of that the 
pl e of che Law ſhould be 11. 
ne en the calling and grace of the 
rg bein to hin 1 5 and chat 
| Propheſic of the Old Teſtament = 
le ceale, when the grace of the new _ 
did ſucceed. Thirefoms on the Lords 
birth, the day doth encvyeal! e, becauſe the: 


bright light 's truth doth eolighten 
ic. 
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The next is Gregory 72 Penh or gie 
Lis Baſt 4 the gcegt, and 2 ſans time * A 
with 7 7 


*. 


pounds the myſte ly to the more, 


| | Tal, ek = 6 
with Saint Jerome, he was pr tent Ma; 
the firft Councel of Conſt ah ter 
writ the Creed confirmed in that 777 
cel, he flouriſhed about the year 380. and qi 
Wintech the very ſame Bins, kt 
Saint Ambroſe in his Oration 
on the day of Chriſt ts ac 
In hac die minui tenebræ 1 2 
e noctiſque modi augeſcente ra 
deſectum a e My er in «Fe 
©ra exponit aciori doll p 
Cqaid fibi velit, 90 di in ade Domi- | 
en dies creſcit, nox decurtacur,, | ' 
Upon this 4% the darknes bepins to di- Put 
r and tht nights, by.che ene 7 it 
ſun-ſhine bog Ih terznacure her Fes 
radentÞ, 
& teacheth us bat! is meant by 9 | 
at the coming bf Chriſt into he world, 
the day reg; th and the night ningſbeth. | 
Then he addes the expoſition i in moſ 
elegant terms ſollowing. i 
© Egotalia quzdam dicenteri mihi vi-. 
c deor audire Creaturam; Vides no- 
ctem ad ſummam longitudimecd pro- 
© oreflam, atque ulterius currere, ac 11 Im 
© terridefiftere, & in contrarium bel 
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"i * Animadrerte quod improba Ned che 


nox * 


— — 
| Tuber. | 
N quoad fierf ad tus poterat aucta, at- 
que auen Ng magnitudinem 
Wecutd hodie filter ius progredi, ac fibi 
Ne pofſidendo uſu capere prohlbita 
arg; dehinc ad defectionem redigitur, 
as lucts radium diutius durare, & 
iſe 


a eſſe ſolito fablimiorem, animad- 


Nerte vera lucis adventum, quz radiis 
FErangelicis orbem illuminar. | 

Me thinks I hear the Creature ſpeak- 
Ig ſuch like words as theſe unto me. 
Thou ſeeſt the night hath gain'd his ut- 
zoſt length, and ceaſeth now to run 
Put, or to be extended any further, but 
Es it were to 72 Take FA. then, 
Hat now the diſboneſt night of fin, having 
Encreaſed ir ot as ta Mey poſſible, 
nd reached the extreme point of un- 
\podlinefſe, was this day prohibited to 

each any further, and hereupon became 
ſhorter, and ſhorter. Thou ſeeſt the 

Fun to ſhine longer than It did the dayes 
Pefore, and to appear higher in the Hea- 
pen than it was wont; take notice then 
f the true light, that at this time ſprung up 


1 


ſaying, 


Among we, and by the beams of the Go- Hitr0nimis 
Pelenlightens every one that comes into Tom. . 82 
the world. And S. Hierome ſeconds him, 0.1. 


pr APES 
— 390. 


ö ee, 
ſaying, that the day kept in memory « 
our "4s Nativity, is the day on whi 
rde anclenc report is, he was. bory 
[The next is, Aureliu Prudentius, N 
* hi is Cathemerjnon gives us Carrol, a Divin, 
us 8. Hymn, by him pen and made in bono 
c. Jan p. of * who was born that 40, fhal 
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[ee eſt quod ar PEPIN. ci 8 
Fol jam recurrens deſerit, 
Piu ne terris naſe r, 
ui Iuc ĩs auget trami Item? 
| eu quay fugacem gratiam 
Feſt ins velvehat dies? 
| Eu Su n pene bdudlam facem 
| Senſi m reciſa extinxerat ? 
Ceælum niteſcat, letius 
Gratetur & gaudens bumits, 
Scanditgradatim den 
Jubar priores line at. 
Emerye aulcis Puſio, 
Suem matris edit Caſtits, 
Parens & expers Conugis 
Mediatcr & duplex genus. 
Ex ore qua mlibet Pati is, 
Sis ortus & verbo edit us, 
Tannen ba ſerno i in pecit ore, | | 
6 SofÞia Callebas privs. How 


7 g wan LR 


1 


ou it | bot Fatine fir 
. 
ä 77 chat it 5 be iN foſes his 
„ Deut. 3 14.38. a tecord againſt them 
err not the day, which the ola Fa- 
r ſo dewoutly merry did 200 years a 0,{0 
much honour , with a piece of Divine 
poſes his trains follow, 


| — - 


6 


10% happens! it chat now the Sun, 
L From thartik circle back doth run: 
Chrifts Birth day now come in ſight, 
That doth augment the train of light? 
Jow did the haſty day alas! 
Wefore row! up his flying grace? ? 
ow did it piece-meal par'd away, 
\Imoſt put out che lamp of day? 
e Heaven may gliſter with more ſtate, 
d the glad earth congratulate, 
For no n upon this day, 
The ſun doth climb his former way, 
en ſhew 05 ell, Babe ſweet in feature, 
mou God and man our Mediatour, 
COURAT forth by a moſt chaſt creature, 
ew no n_ and yet a mother. 
. h ſprung from thy Fathers mouth, 
publiſt'd by the word of truth, 
| 2 * that wiſdome that did reff 
zefore thy Birth in Fathers Breaft. 7 
2 


9 * Cete fa, 

Vir n 24 e Fa ſunt. © 
r cuncia nam verbum Dei. 
Fe. e cdl 
Rerz peſto ſtatu, . B 
Fundalor 755 & artifex. = 
Permanſit in patris Sinu. 
Donec rotata annalium = 
Tranſvoluerentur millia, 
Atque ipſe peccantem diu 
Dignatus orbem viſeret. | 
Nam ceca vis mortalium, « 
Venerans j inanes nenids, W 
Vel æra vel ſaxa algida, Br 
Vel 50 eredt bat Deum. it 
Hec dum ſequuntur, perfidl | 
Predonis in jus venerant, it 

f Et mancipatam ſumido | | 
Vitam baratbrs immer ſerant, I 
Stragem ſed iſtam non tulit : Jt 
Chriſtus cadentum genttum, 
Impune ne forſan ſui, In 
Patris periret fabrica. $ 
Mortale corpus induit, in 
Ut excitato corpore | 10 
ö Mortis catenam frangeret ;, ol 
: | Hominemgue portaret patri. in 


a 


cl e yh eav? * * N A N . 
all things elle that we can name, 
en and day, aud all abroad... 
| T ze word made all, that word, was God. 
And now the world is ordered, 
And Gate of things eſtabliſhed, _. 
ze founder yet, and Work- man main, 
In Fathers boſome did remain. 
ill many thouſand years run round, 
FCourfing o'r them that dwelt on ground 
Je did voucſafe to viſit them, 
Whe world of daily ſinnipg men. 
or mortals ſuperſticionblind, 
Worſhipping vain toyes of mind, 
Brafſe, wood, cold ſtones, believ'd to be 
The onely God in perſons three. 
Is this means then did fall all Lands, 
nto the trayterous robbers hands, 
eir enſlav d ſouls without reaſon, 
Hunging in Hels ſmoaky priſon. 
zut Chriſt could not endure the fall 
nd ſlaughter of bis Gentiles all 
Inpuniſhed, left in that day, 
$ Fathers fabrick ſhould decay. 
| mortall body he did take, 
That therein moving he might break - 14 
be chain of death, pull out the ting, — 
Ind man unto his Father bring. 


This 
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Spiravit & Lins in . 
Sermon N t inani. 
Sentis ne vir lis 
Matura per fa ide, 
Pudbriñ intalſum decu » - 
Honore partus creſcere? 
O ale rerum 2 
Aleus pudica continet, 
Ex qua nove hum Seculuim 
Procedit & lux aurea.. 
Vagitus ille Exordium 
Vernantis orbis prodid; 33 
Nui tunc renatus ſordidum 
Mundus veternum depulit. 
Sparffſſe tellurem reor 
Rus omne denſis flotibus 
Tpſaſque barenss ſyrtium. 
Fragraſſe nards c neare.. . 
Te cuntta naſcentem (puer) 
Senſere dura, barbara : 
Vifuſque ſaxorum riger. 
 Obduxiz berbam cotibus. 
Jam mella de ſcopulis fluunt. 
ameſtillat ilex aride 
udans amomum Pike: : 
Jem junt myticis balſamia. 
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„ OChriftwas thy Beck TY 
WW: We Creatorteloath'd1 Hela 0 
hee breath'd by RHO, ad then 
The word unto the fltfhplu'd faſt: " 
0 noble Virgin dot hot fee © © 
Made pregnant by hümility) 
Ihe Ronour of thy 1 
By him enhaunc'd :. that's br ches 
D.how great joye3 themſelves entomb; 1 
We things below in thy ehaſt womb, 
ut of which, tbh da came in fight” 
new age and a | golden H. 
Phe crying of thy Babe be 
| erp of he mot. fs 
For then the world de new that, day: 
Wer old foul coat did Eff away.” 
hen 1 ſuppoſe the cafth indeed rte 
ich flow'rs all chick, t 5 
nd even the 7 nds, cb 
With Nard and Near ea Bed 
| 0 Babe things ru, e 
11 of thy Birth 'we#&&oriftivis 


he ſtones "heir hardneſſe did Ke 3-4 
Kod hardeſt wherflorne 


Tow honey from th 8 ich Al | 
ne dry ſtockt eim goo oe wilt, 
Pk (wearing forth (Wert Far - 
And | forubs in drop pure Bot... 


mas 2 Etern all 


O ſana: eſepis 1% » 
25 
4 que per 9 — ſacrs 
& i»ſis credi ta. 
Adorat bec hrutum pecus: 
Indocta turba ſc ilicet, 
Adorat e 8 
Vit cujus in paſt ir ſita e 
Sed cum 2 ſpiritu, 2 
Concurrat ad preſepie 
Pagan gens, 
Sapidtque quod brutum 2 
Negat pat rum pro ſapia, 
Peroſa preſentem Deum: 
Credas venenis ebriam, 
2 ſque lymphatam rapi. 
per ſcelus rui ? 
71 4 4 tibi 
8 imegræ, 
Mei morum principum. , 
Huinc quem latebre, & Obſtetrix | 
Et 10. feta, cini. 
cille infantia, 


Et# h 
Regem dederunt gentibus. 


licy'd by m at t 
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The unleatned rout. 2. re 
pow nothi but how to feed - | 


An heartleſſe a ion, 
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zeir Fathers Sonn 1 
ng} now us ſo n els (drunk 
w a ieve 
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| arnem naue ef, 
brigis WET baptizatus Fuiſſet, is 
3 idee 


eaſt is com 7275 moft i to no 


47 "of all other 

F rg ; * 2 40g is that ?. The 190 
che , ch Wed | 

the . which i any en ſhall ca ie * 


the Metropolit ane o way in an 
errour; fe K 407 add ſo 11 * 


Iuſtrious in its obſervation, che Feaſſ o 
the Epiphany , Pao, Aſcenſion , an | 
Texte ; haverh cir. ground and origj: If. 
nall, oo be had h 722 5 been born ac- N 


cording 


© had ach 
his the 
1 95 hy 


ſent ie down 
Feat « 


thoſe' 0 5 Fe 5 
their proper down 3 hd 


the 05 Ancient For 2 nec 
| ' flowilhiced 
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* I { | 55 '7. _ ak Bu * 
n cherer 150. inbis fecond 
. ore him | 
ſciple, who flou Tn the 
N 3h 11 Chriſt, in his Epiſtle to the 
iam; and Trenew , who was K- 
Bous about the year 180. writing td 57. 
7 ter Bit of Rome, and Tertullian, who 
writ in the year 203. Lib. de corona Me 
— i witneſſe, that {the Feaſts forte 


ned by Chryſoftome , w ne- 
EI ores and ty in 7 Ger K 5 


el the Feaſt of the Nativity: 
|) mentioned in their writings, not ex- 
nt, , muſt be then kept and obſerved. al- 
it being according to the Father, the 
by tacos of them all. | 
This 1 thought good to note by the 
way y, againft them that build 4x. of 
Icheir Tu and ſtubble,apaioſt the hohour 
t bis Birth -day that was born in the Stable, 
vpon the ſilence of the firſt Fathers, We 
iow procked with holy ry ſoffome who 
further addes in the Gleclte place. 
* © Verum, non ob hoc tahtum, par eft, 
*hunc diem czteris antepohi, ſed ob id, 
quod in hoc natum eſt, & cæteris om- 
| nibus eſt venerabilius. Nam quod Chri- 
© ſtus homo fa&us, mortuus eſt, qui pul- 
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| « bes: 


_ f 5 
Rs 


FE to co mate 5 
e 1 pit full 
ns 11 J zement,, 1 8 Fa: 
hiring. yen, e 1h Tug, 3. 
Mit | 
a . "Heb, 2.16. 
the nature ef Angeleehd the ſee 
been that wil be med like tal 
Lthing s, $y- — ade wt 1214 
ebenen lg Gem bara: Chriſtmas 
Inne, mer em ejus in me din prepenõ, ah da bid ha- 
80 — bj us pharnigcs part icipes reds ly by tr. 
% 31 Hogue, var am het obteſters rogequaze 12 
* 5 Maio ſummaque | alacritute;; welitis f. .f the 
eſſe ; ſed yr is uaus uns ſquiſ que donna 7et Church 
1 Aeurket, ot dE,ẽid Dowinuys: oſt in chen ſo to 
guns jacen m. Quit enim kuſabinmuʒ un do, as all! 
Js quam ve mum dbtinebimug? o quum! ipfentr Pear. | 
40 rd canfa,feſcenderit de calini ans ad lim ex 
ibus noſtrinire ꝑrauemuri, Pram  alitgene 
urbar ig ex Serſide ar muri lut i lum ti ia 
ain praſtpi jocentent e nero ne breue ux 
ſpucium emitiri ſyſtanes, ut bac 
fefiarub perjraqrit? Nam ſi cum fide. ac- 
neus, precul dubio vid bins illum D. 
pr ſens Jacenteny ; Siquidews Menſa vicavs 
F c tpreſepic / > n 0 
a it * Ny reaſon; Love this day! in 
of W an 


<4 a. Ads 
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on eſpeclall manner, and propoſe unt 
Je eee, that I mey mal 
you 
| 2 be preſent therewpon, 

- Jeavonr aud all alacrity. But firft of all le 
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our ſakes, we ſhould think much to ge 


mould grudge to go a little way to 


1 p - , 


takers of this lovelie medici 
e I exhort and beſeech you" all, th 


every one df us purge his own houſe, 
that we may ſer our Lord Chriſt ae i 
his /wadling cloaths; For what excuſeſha 

ve make, or what plea ſhall we put in 
Jor our abſence? if that upon 4hat d, 
when he came down from Heaven fc 


out of our own houſes to worſhip him} 
If when Stranger and Barbariam did tak 
a far journey out of Perſia,” that the 
might ſee him lying in the Mamer, well 


Church to enſoy that bleſſed fight. For; 
without all doubt, if we come hither t 1 
faich, we ſhall. ſee him Cradled in the 
Munger, becauſe the Lords Table, ſup- H 
plies cke place of that Manger unto us. [* 
Again, the ſame Father in bis ſedonaſ f 
Tome, and the third Homily, Preached up- 
an the day of our Saviors Nativity, ſpeak ing 
of the different keeping of the day by|© 
Chriſtians in Armenia; Eęyt, and vi * 
4 N the 


Axraftemus in corde noftro, q 
rno die Chriftus naſcitur (25 Sci- 
ee 9. pt utant Goa in 

ip naſcitur; Non imd 

Jalior n opinionem, nogram ſec 
pArinam. unuſquiſque. in ſuo ſenſa 


Vet, & fo revelabic unicui- 
E Dominus. Ex illi qui dicunt tune 
IcLlalvatorem, & = qui hodie gi 

mus, naſci, Dominum coli- 
un Infan otulum ſuſcipimus. Sed 
1 -magis rationabilius 

8 en on reprehendit alios ſed 
by: probac. on fung noftra que lo- 
ur, Majorum Jententie eſt; Univer- 

01 myndus, contra bujus provinciæ o- 
em loquitur; Hic Apoſtoli fue- 
15 adi f fat; Nos dicimus quia 
{riftus natus eſt, in Epiphaniis, 
5 ip hanjis renatus. Mundus ipſc 
f ny 0 abe 228 550 
am teſtatur, u unc diem creſcunt 

ö bench . ab hoc de grelgie Dlesgdecreſ- 


c * 


| R tizd i in Vor. Tradillan t Kes <4 Art, "2nd 707 1 


Let us 428 is our 18 i 4 
upon th day ( to wit Dec, ce 
6 "fifth C py * borne : Otheriagy 


„ ch 
Ke 2 bay; 5135 a pon tha 


other 1 pd te, yet we W110 
low our we doctrine; Let 4 207 
ere olle in bis ene Minde, anch 


to every man. Fo b they. hap 
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time andy we UNE, 
bofhe as.this 42% W 4 60 
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are 13 hs they, 125 F 
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Being Ba E de 15 Lare for 


dan there that \ Chriſt was 1 as upon th 
upon. "and. Vie agaitis Upbiſ the 
1 "The Nord is ou! Wirfelſe, the ere 

ſtiffeth ue lch us, 't6'this day the. 1. 
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. 0 org xo the time, theEmber 
Ic to the. Homilie, that the 
Hows fiation..and. Gomeptien of ont Led 
upon the, eighth of cha Gal - 
ol A was bone 
l of December , "inthe winger tie cane 
che iche of rhe Calrads.ob In. 55. 
Wy 2 up ibe day Nach, winter 


. 1 how laugh £0think — u- 
ef ee; :doth'Þegin. to inſult upon was 
ing c ions, an OY 
ie old Fether gd, & is ready to 
jo, if head but a. Scurtiſß — 
Wo e art wii know that 
rayes his ne 1. 4 in Cbro⸗ 
2 2 bimſelſt u faul; for 
oy © 4 — Solftite nbe twen⸗ 
x fit of Deer, and the cigh bt 
x Kalends, of-;Fawary,' will pmoveall 
2 „ i vrccall but to mini W bat wor 
re,» that in Our mier me 
weraal Eanα,αr was upbn tm 23. Of 
ch 70 acchdirg —— und 


the Toh — 
cor inge 
the account of the ; "heir N 
their firſt month in the year zen 
In che middle of our ', and havir 
in it fourteerie day&s of our * | 
that the twenty fifch of March with us, 
the of April, according to then 
and che eighth of Feimary with then 
che twenty ſiſtx of D ' with u, at 
28 Will of then (whel** 
Chriſt: was borne ) was the day of wf® 
winter Solftice. As Valerius Belſunenj * 
in his on the Sph Art 
7 8 Y e in theſe Word oy 
enpone Offavieni, nt obſervat' PH 
ninsy brume dies vigefin'd quinto Derembff , 
erat, quo die mats eft Chriftic aſſerfor ft © 
In the time of mn a#Pliny c 
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28 a thing it was: accounted to 

epic onany other day, but the twen- 

of -Detember, that their Doctors 

© bright lights. of the Primitive 

ch, both writ and 4 

it , and the . >: world 2 
e Chryſoftoi 

Se much for Cory ad me 
5 muck for any -ScottifÞ 

— 3 — Piper pan ec play. 

as, he, among whom F Sc: 


"halide; cha fare ae, i . 


Ain fo! 302 765 IN 
"(wo of ippain Afr ul meme nuns je 
Fr ary 8 
o, ang hach fur and avaty Sermon: i i 
Preaching Irin, Preaciud upon the vary duff C brifl 
on chriſ. Birth 3 in which he eds diver fl; 
2 rines, that in his time rb day Wis [ir a 4 
0 . al. een tles lou he wholt 
epa, a of the Safe, tae 
giving, and rejo}cing, and that lt was n 
3 ſa agar;\ 720 ſentHfed 242525 
the vid Sun of this world. bu by Hi 
C ce; in n nt 
para de tempore, beiag che of F 
upon the day, and more plainely in k 
twelfth Sermon, ds tempore, and the eighth 
upon the day, he faich, 
Filius Dei, idemg, filius bowinic,fiue Meas ” | 
tre di patre natuu, creatit-amnens Dies 
ne patre de matre natus conſecravit bum 4 

Diem, Divina nativitate inviſibilu, humans Þ, 
viſibilis, utrag, mirabili, in: 4 
The Son of God, and the ſame the Son of of 
Aan. ie perſon, born of the Father with - 
out a Mother, created every day, borne 8 3 


1 


| 


Annog 10 


the 

& 

- 9 
— 


58 Fathers. 
which he created the light i: felfe, And al. 
ter him, of the ſame opinion is Nicephorm, 
Eced. Hiſt .l.1.c.12, Dominus eAmonitee 11, 
parte Hiſt. Tit. 5. cap, 10. Bonavent.”ae vita 

Chriſti, Petrus de Natalibus, Lucidus, and 


divers others, 

4. That the day of Chriſts Birth Was every # 

Jear kept boly by AC briſtiam in his time, and 

that upon th day they were bound byJ # 

Chrifts ſpecial duty to receive the Sacrament of thiff x 

Birth day Li, Supper, he doth moſt vehemently teſtifiſ x 

a — 2 and is line upon line, and precept upoi 

kept annus Precept, throughout his works to enhof 

ally, them thereunto, as in his fixth and eighüf 
Sermons, de Natalitizs Chriſti, his 26. 1 

tempore, but in his 19. Epiſtle to Januar 

hee is more peremptory, for having ſę a 

ken of keeping the Fealts of Eaſter, ati 

Pentetoſt before, as if he were angry fü » 

forgetting the chief of all, he layes on u 4, 

Ep. 28, an Hic primnm oportet, ut dis Nativitaly" d. 

Domini Sacramentum Celebremus; in n p. 

The 4 moriam illius qui natus eft, & ipſum re volu 5, 

bid hot anni Diem feſta devotiont celebrare. Wan 

in be. * It is our duty more than upon any day, 

receive the Sacramemt every yeare upon i , 

time. Lords Birthday, & te kerp that day feſtive” © 


_— — 


— 


— 


ne 

ö K the A es 20. 

| * 2 — to Church N 
and to prepare themſelves in an eſpeciall Mureftine: | 
minher,then to receive the Sacrament of his Anno 426 
Bh and lud. The forme of bis bidding Serm, 2, 1 
4 nn a — 4 
ventih, 


E 
.* 


, Appropinquante jam ſacratiſſema' ſolen- 
ware, qua Salvator nofttr inter 'bomines 
es miſericorditer voluit, (Fratres ¶ hariſ- 
fan) attentius conſiderate, qualiter oporteat 
nos, in ad venta tame potentia preparari : ut 

gem ac dominum noſtrum leti atque gau- 
perv, & in conſpet u tjus inter feliges cœtus 
ulleum, gratulando exultare agi 
quam ab co, prepter fa ditat em neſtram re- 
pulſi inter peccatores æternam confiſionim 
mereri. 07k oY 
Er idev rogo, montog, ut quantum poſſu- 
nu cum Dei adjutorio laboremusr: vt illo 
dis cum ſinc era. & pura conſe ĩentia: & mun- 
A cd, & cafbo corpore, ad aliars Domini 
poſſumus acceders, & corpus & ſanguinem 
iu non 4d judicium ſed ad remeuium anime 
nostra mer camur accipere (& Paulò poſt} 
icèt nos omni temopore bonis operibus or- 
nmatos, ac ſplendidos eſſe conveniat, præ- 
* | l E 2 cipus 


© — 


4 ernantur 3. 


=o & corporis delicias pertinet ww fol; 
it uc int DE Ut quid 1 (fratres 
| F wiſſtm) niſi ut Diet natalitius cum 2 
celebretur ſlominis morit uri? Si ergo tanta 
Prepares in Natalitio ine, ant fill ius: 
fuanta & qualia preparare de: Suſce ptu- 
rhe Natalem Domini tai? Si talia prepares 
+2 elle mreparare debes, æter- 


wo? 
= Conſider my Brethren , 1 beſaech you, 
that when a great er noble man dath de ſire 
E 3 to 


FAME: .. . 


to ſolemii ze. 7” 


ſh 
caſt out er fn be found u anntting 
undecent, to provide tro be 
table 2 Kt 
wements v , and Wees . 
dowies of diverſe ſorts , and whit! " | 


»y je mei 7 ads 4 


3 n wo * Whit ene 


t wich 
21 this great preparation (*y bel 
274 bs to grace nd glad 15% Birth 
7 2 77 mor ra ma} I then thou pre 

pareſt ſo great and g $ upon chi 

| ownt Birth: day. aer Rf Sonne, house 
much greatet and fur more excellent 
oughteft thou to prepare againſt the Bbt : 4 
day of thy Lord ? If thou prepareſt ſud 
things to honour hin that ſbal dir, whey 3 
manner of proviſion oughteſt thou 
make in honour 1. him that lives 
ever ? 

Therefore whatſoever thou wouldſ | 
ſorry to have found in thine oWne ho 
in the day of thine owne Nativity , | 


** 


* 


1 
I 


> . 
* | 
JH © 


4 cart that God * not finde the A 2 


4 2 9 ſeu 2. upon the burg 
he Father goes on, Certe fi'te Rex ters Anguſtive, | 
4 Ant qnicung, nya Os 43c, | 
P 1 n invitarat, qualibus ve 
dueris or nat us iuordero, quam ver 
vel plendidie quorum nec vetuſturmec 
* nec aliqua feditau, oculas invit antis of- 
i Tali age adio in quant prevales, 
1 57 err ee contexnde, ut div erfit wr. 
atem ornamentis anima compo poſita,Simplici- 
= & ſobriitatis floribiu adornate, 
8 e id efÞ> ad Na- 
Domini Salvator us, cum ſecura conſci- 
ia procedatcaſftitate nitida,charitate ſplen- 
, elemoſynis candida. Cris nie di. 41 | 
1s [i te ita compeſtam natalitium am 
brare cognoverit : Ipſe per ſe venire , 
2 animam tuam non ſolum 9 7172 
etiam re. wieſcere, & perpetin in illa di 4. 
pt itare. Sicut 2 Cor. 6. Apec. 3. 20. 
ow quam flix eft ia anima qua vitem [n- 
an ita, deo auxili ante, Studurrit gubernart, 
ut C briftum boſpitem & babitatorem merea- 
: tur aggipere |! 
Certainly if an earthly King,or any Houſe- 
1 | keeper, ſhould invite thee to the Feaff 


£4 of 


0 5 % \ 
"Iv 
. a 


ar Lord and Saviowr; ak — 
draw near with a ſafe" , purified fi 
by chaſtity, (hining through charity: and Yhk 

. made- white . dg hed, For if wt 

32 Lier doe khow that "thou being 

2 Cor. 6. eas fiered, doeſt ſunctiſte his Birth: 

Ker. 3. 20. this compoſure : hee will” come unto 
bimſulfe and will not onely rooehſafe' to 
viſus thy foule, but to take up his reſt and 
dwell therein; and b Oo happy is che fou 
of that man, who by Gods affiltance,ſo or · 
ders his life, thee hee may be counted wor- 
thy co have Chriſt for his gueſt and inmate: 

So much ſhall ſuffice to have glanaced out 

of this holy Father, for the clearing of this 

particular, 
* Thenextis D St, Auguſſ ins . 
lar, 


1 
N 5 


* 
81 2 
I. he © . —_— 
7 1 


87 Pauls 
Hj- Oroſews, 
to his Fork Anne 44 
4 — 

ö r me things, concer. 
9 1 time, and 47 of Chris. 
F chat bis Maſttr did before him. chat 
* "wa on the vWenry fifth of Dices. 


| and abr66s- © 

| th the forwer; ; who furche! ſhoivg of 
is Exyprians, who did (is hee affictes) 
Miqua traditions, by ancient ttadition, ob- 
4 e the day of the Epiphany, in remegi. 
e both of Chrifts Birth und Baptiſme, 

| Ker, that they did not diſapptove the 
at cuſtome of the Weſterne Chrifli. 

, who kept it on the 25. of Dectm: 


And with bim accords Nee her „ tins 
wr. Eccl. lib. i. c. 12 ſaying, Vi a 
4 7H tu tum erf, Decembo erat Die 
0 ineffabile pittatis, &&. amoris, erga ge- 
2 Verbum Dei) 2. 

N parties per ficitur my 

t was then the 25. of _ 
hen 


mont preached upon the day, extant : eA, 
| Chryſologus who hath one , Secti 


| Les the Great, Biſhop of Rowe in thy 
Les Ma. time alſo, an holy and famous man, thi 
Anno 430 ſat at the ſterna of that Church for alm 
one and twenty yeares, hath tenne 8 
mons . preached upon the day; int 
firſt whereof hee proves the. point, 
102, 

Servator noſter bodie natus eſt, guad 
mu, neg, fas e locum efſe triſtitia, 
Natalu oft vita, que conſumpte mor tali 

tu timor e: nobis ingerit de promiſſa eterni 
latitiam. Nullus ab bujus alacritatis parti 

Leo Maon, Patioms Setcernitariuna cunctis communis lay 
Anno 14 tie eft ratio. 11 
A day of Out Saviour W4s borne this days let us 
joy: glad: Its net lawfull to give place to. 
eſſe. on the Birth. day of "life, 1 

taking away the feare of death > prompt: 

toe us the joy of promiſed Eternity. 4 


ad againe; in his ſecond Sermon. 
« 2 Ay Jie mobi iloxit His redemp- 
x veſtra. reparationis antiques felicitatis 
b Ripar ater enim nobis ſaluris no- 
5 une ri volat ione Sacramentumz in ini · A 


yromiſſum in fine redditum: fins fine man- i 


' us rejoyce beexuſe this day of our re. 
wption, ancient. reparation and eternall 
wPpineſſe doth ſhine within onr doores, 


br as this day, the Sacrament or Seale of 


br ſalvation is renewed unto. us by the 
ares revolution; which was promiſed 
ic beginning of time, performed-in 
he fulneſſe of time, and continued when 
ime (hall be no more. So much he ſhewirg 
a his time the ſtrict annual obſervation of 


th day. 


A 


In che ſame age, and at the ſame time 
Hive and flourifh. 


e of Alexandria, Preſident of the Tl.. 
Conc . Epheſus , igainſt 8 7 


| * Theodore of Ciprut. 


431 


Proper 


wis 4.00 bi in eng wiineſſe er 
1 of the Fathers led, 
If continuance of chis 


Ion 

| then, we meet with ; 
. Apoſtle of Bavaria, erke. 
a yeare 580. ap in his third Boo 
vin o ſiciũs and cap (6, wende 
2 obſervation of the day in. that ape, 
faith.thac Chrift was borne NH- do- Chr 
as, the pregiding night, or uboux the borne 2. 
te of the Lords day. And tha reiſon bout day- 
1 nh he, Ot quo deidixir fat lux. & break. - 
ft, lux tjuſdem dis, note oriretur in 

lumen erectis corde, & viſitaret nos 

a u ab alto: iluminare eb qui in bene- 

& in umbra morti ſedibant. 
hat upon what day he fad, Ter there 181. 3. 2. 
phr, and there wa light, in the night of 

day light (hobld ſpring out of dark. Luke. 2.9. 
o the upright in heart, and the mor 
" viſit us from on high, to give light to John 1% 
p that ſate in darkneſſe, and in the ſbadm 

th. To this alludes that of S. John , John 1. 5- 
| no doubt to the hour of Cbriſt: Birth, | 


light ſointd in dar kneſſe and the darkneſi 
1 ended; it not, 

In this age alſo; before him flouriſhed "= 
ar. 1 F als | | 


Gregory the Great, who lived at 
- Ffamecime;, to whoſe workes I referre y 
But eſpecially, take notice, that in this aſſy 
about the, yeare. 5 23. Jaſfine, the Em 
rour of the Eaſt , decreed that the Fea 
the holy Nativity of Chrift, ſhould be 
ferved, 2 Vice phærus oblerves, Hit. E 
[ 7.c,2$. If any oge object chat therefor 
was not kept before, he may as well arg 
that the Lords day was never kept inEngli 
before this Parliment ſate, becauſe they H 
made a bleſſed A for the ftrift obſerva 
of the ſame. - 
Lide, 700. For the next Century, from the year 6087 
to 700. we ſhall produce Bede our o | 
Ceuntrey man, who was famous in th ai. 
and hath writ to the purpoſe in this pai 
cular; (I meane venerable Bede ) and 
fully, chat he hath delivered in a few wo 
all that hath bin ſaid before, ſpecially c 


CEernme 


Lo 


i Fathers. en, 
* Hale een ich 


inthe 1s cap! lib, 1. De natura rerum, Bede, 
g chat definitive ſentence of his fore- 
rs, that Chriſt was Concepts Equino- 
er no, natus Solftitio hyberno, conceived 
; 3 Eqazinex and born in the Win- 
L hier, hath cheſe words: 
1 „ Egal quad oftavo Calendarum 
r 1 1.25. Moti, c oftavo Calendar is 
{1) 24. Septembris, & de Folſti. 
1s Calenderam Juliarum. id eſt. 24. 
Juni, & oclavo Calendarum panuaria , 
f p, 25 . notand a ſint. Mualto- 
plats, & ſapientum Seculi, & Chriſtia- 
p v ſententia claret. 2 N 
Concerning the EquinoQials , that they 2 
e to be placed on The eight of the Ca · * 1 
ds of Aprill, chat is, upon the 25. day of 
rch, and upon the eighth of the Ca- 
| Is of Ottober, that is, upon the 24. day 
— and concerning the Solſti- 
1 they are to be placed, the one up- 
he eigth day of the Calends of ay, 
it is, upon the 24. day of une, and the 
upon the eighth day of the Calends 
Tbayt is, upon the 25, of ae: 
er, 


Bede 700. 


Bede. 


| _ the whole world. 


prill, which -is the ſame day with the 25, 


which according to outs is the 24. day o 


He then'brings in,firit the reftimoniers | 
_ ind Hippocrates , thoſe "Heat 
then adds, that all the fam Fathers i 
the Church ave of the ſame opinion, in af 
firming, that Chrift our Lord was concert | 
upon the eighth day of the Calends of 4. 


of our March, the day of the: Vernal Ei 
quinox, and that upon that very day he all 
inff-red, and died, and that 8 1 
upon the day of the winter 4 
the eighth of che Calends of January, t 2 
is to ſay, upon the twenty fifth day of o 
December. | 14 
As alſo, that John the Baprift, his fore 4 
runner, was conceived upon the ei 
rhe Calends of Offeber, which is 1 one 
with the twenty fourth of September, the 
day of the Antumnall EquineBlialland ai 
borne upon the day of the Somer Self ici 


being then upon the eighth of the Calcads 
of 7uly, according to that times account, 1 


une, adding this expoſition , that it Was 
meet that the eAnthor of life 1 | 
ould 


| and bortis, #ccording to thar laying 
3 
7 
OD ne Lange 
Rr 
wirhc that 
. — ni 
* increaſe — 
2 | 


* owne in ?#ry ; now Chriſt appea 
Eight to ligtiten: che Gentiles, — 
tead abroad the hear of his love over the 


1s oy, — v 5 2035 

t, — orcover, it is aþpatane, that 
ooh Bede in one. place doth not ſeam to 
Mer ve of the ſtrictneſſe of Pare ry va Dede, 
i, 


| it out Saviour } be pre» Af. 700, 
id} — 5 cley 


2 Att 
time the Sw» of this world: did decline 1 
the loweſt _ in the Heavens , 
did deſce 
meacelſt and lowed; 


== t reverts dp 6d nas b 
cipinntg, dies noſtri incrementum tucs > | 
per (riffs. nativitatems 1 te 7 ad n 
converſus-oft > lux v 2 
3 Pw 44. Pang = 

> 8,9. non erat , 1 
25 4 mixta tentbris , non illa ln 
id eft,Chrifius, lax clara, incrementum re 


er time the S#» begins to ret 'A 
Eggs 
eha 1.6 , of /ight. Upon the Chrijts 
1 1 1 * came and roſe 
on us, | the ligbe of 
great increaſe ; ab was not that li 
was a light indeed, but  decreafng 0 


= 


pier fu t and the eighth of 
nds- of January, and PRE 
ff Decemb. — all one and the ſame 
| Z ter ee was bornethereup- 
on, and that it was kept boly in che re. 
de en tubrat e thereof, over the wholg world 
Ib Gods Children in their ſeverall ages; 
— the dayes that he lived 


N 2 the next Century, we produced Jobs Nn 


naſcen, who flouriſhed abour the year Dances, - 

and is a witneſſe of the generall ob- 361, 
1 of this day, from 700. to 800. 

o was equall to Bede; and\us Bede did 

nelle for the welt, ſo hee for the - 


4 2. the next Century, extending to the 
« 2 we ſhall produce 
5 tens us Maura, Abbot of Fulda, and — 
| Biſhop of AMAentx, and Preſident 7, ent, 
i great Synod there, held und a 

the Emperour, for — of 
ſeals, Anno 848. He was 2 matt, 
„ Tana 


* - 1 
9 TY : 
* a 
* * 


75 


Haymo, 
$50. 


11070. 


Bernard, 
. 1120. 


mas- Day 


Bernard, 
2120. 


Theophilact e 
An. 880, bi Commentaries upon Tete, all which 
did flouriſh in this Century, 


Occumenius Oecureniue 1 Greek F ather, famowin if of [i 


__— in the time of the School men, whoſe begin 4 


Gtrmania habuerit. © þ 
Haymo, Biſhop of Halberfad, Kinſman 
to Blind Schollar to Alcuinnus bur Cound 

"Theophilaf?, Arch- Biſhop of Bulgariaj 


For the next (entury, and the next fob 


lowing, till the yeare 1070, wee bring it 


dark age. 1 
For the next, melliflous St. Bernard, tl 
laſt of all the Fathers, who though he live 


ning wee reckon from the yeare 1050 


(of whom Lanfran ke, Arch- Biſhop oli 
(amerbury, was the firſt) yet hee is reti 
koned for the Father, and gives us 1 ces 
teſtimony of the due obſervation of the 4a,|®t 
in an eſpeciall manner, for this time, in thuſiſd 
mary Sermons that hee preached thertm pon. 
As, DIY 17 
Ia his firſt Sermon, Grandis quidim (diliſiæt 
ctifſies) eſt hodierna dominice Nati vit ati 
ſolennitas , ſed Dies brevis cogit iar 
Sermonem, nec miruns ff no; facimus brcuiſon 
vorbau, quia hodie ders Pater ver bum frei 


A leg. = 2 We 
of owr Lor 
> ſhortneſſe — 0 will Seppel 
o mate x (h and no mar- 
7 g the Father did xs this day ſhor- 
| oe abbreviace the vd. 
þ 7 N in bis ſecond Sermon, he puts the 
Oueſt ion; why he was borne in the winter, in 
1 2 Enight, inſuch cold Weather, in the darke ? 
all ( ſaith he) we believe that it was done 
e ? 
Je anſwers,Ocher Children do not chuſe 
etime when they ſhall bee borne, becauſe 
bave no uſe of reaſon, liberty of 
faculty of deliberation; but Chri/?, 
ouzh hee was Man, was in the begin- 
g with the Father : He was then God, 
le fame in wiſdome and power that he is 
eo as being the power and wiſdome of Goa: 
4 erefore he the Jon of God, being 7 to 
. in whoſe power it wis, to 
f what time he pleaſed, he choſe that 
hich was moſt troubleſome, chicfly for a 
tele Child, and the Son of a poore Mother, 
> p ſcarce had any clouts to wrap him in, 
Boks that he was not from the Earth, 
from Heaven. 


#, Mach more might be collected out of 
F 3 the 


1 : 


12 * * : — 2 | 4 Ee : W_ a 
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a * of, - ** 
the works of this holy Father, but ſo much 
Fl IX 
* f 7 
' 


Reformed 
Churches. 


* 


2 have we have proved by the teſti 
ny of ſo many Fathers» mon famons in th 
generations , that for almoſt twelve hunde 


0 


* 
1 
> 


* 


and that upon the tWenty ſifth day of Dece: 
according as it hath beene the cultome c 
che Church of Englard » following ths 
ancient and laudable cultome of the Pr; 
mitive Church, 'Y 
The corrupt time of the Church follow? 
from the forementioned time till the yen 
I517.when the Church began to be refot 
med in divers Nations, yet (hee did ne ve 
in the time of her corruption, ſo far fa 
awiy from the love of her Saviour; as no} 4 
to keep the day of bis Birth, * 
We come therefore in the next plaee, toſs b 
prove, that al the Proteſtant Chur ches beÞ* 
end the Su, ever ſince the Reformation 
have in their ſeverall Congregations, relig 4 
gioufly kept the Feaſt of our Savieurs Na 
tivity, according to the uſe of the Primitiuf 
Chxrch, upon the 25. day of December, ani 
have accounted it, and maintained it a . 


Firſt 8 the OE 


We ſhall not urge the words of every Conſell 
pe of them in particular, becauſe it ons. 
5 es — — 
ma in and the — 5 
reaſons of each accord : Two — three 
erefore of the chief (hall ſuffice. 4 
y And the fitſt ſhall bee the 4ugufane Anguftens, 1 
ifeſſion, exhibited to the Emperour, 4 1530. 
| CHAR L E $ the fifth, in the year 15 30. 
The words whereof in the fourth Article, Conſeſi 
: nf as followeth. _' 
> Docemus non damnandas e ſſe traditiones, 
dave nihil pracipiunt contra mandata Dei & 
bent fiuem politicum, videlicet, que ad hoc 
dit ſunt, ut ordine ret in ecclefia geran- 
. C ujuſinodi ſunt, traditiones da feriis, 
| F4 Natali, 


| 


* 


An. 1532. 


- 9 * of 


r ns, * 0 : 
2 K N 9 
5 * 
o . = - 
— a N 1 8 
— 1 _ : Pr 
z * >, * . 


ver f. 
Eels. 1 1 
We teuch (fey they) | 
to condermrie thoſe\ tradirions, weh 15. 
point nothing contrary to GodsCommun.f/ 
dements,and have a civilaſe,or end, to wit, 
for good order in the Church : ſuch are tu 
traditions concerning Holy-dayes , Chi 
Birth day, Eafters and the reſt ; and thoſ 
ancient cuſtomes we willingly tetain in ot 
Churches. 
The fecond ſhall be the Bohemian Conſt» 
feffion,publiſhed in the year 1532. cap. 16 
Ser vamus Dominicos feſtss Dies , illoſſ 
eximiarum Feriarum Dies, qui conſecrailf- 
ſunt celebrations operum Chrifts, Nativitatil 
Cruciatibus,ReſurreRioni,e#c. Iremq; Ma 
moriz Sanctorum ut Virginis Mariz, Apo 
ſtolorum, aliorumq; Sanctorum, &c. &- 
quidens propter Verbum Dei, & cultus Divi 5 
ni cauſas propter ꝙ gloriam Dei 4 nobis fin 
That is to ſay, 5 
We keep the Lords Day holy » and tho, 
chiefe Feſtivals which are conſecrated . 
the Commemoration of Chtiſts works, hi 
Nativity, Paſſion » Reſurrection, &c. MF 
allo thoſe which are conſecrated tf 


x 
* 4) 


Y 


2 


| of Salve; 4 the Virgin 
1 other Saints, e ſpe- 
i dl of th of — is made in 
Holywrit, All che ſe things are done of us, 
by t e authority of Gods Word, and in 
worſhip of God;and for his glory. 
Tue third (halt b: the latter Confeſſion ung 
of Helvetia, pubhſhed in the yeare 1566. Poeten 
7þ which was ſubſcribed by all the Churches 1566. 
| ob Sabardia, Poland, Hungaritzand revolted 
Jsot land. as Alfted doth witneſſe in the 37. 
chap, of his ¶ vonologie, pig. 392. edit. alt. 
1650. 10 
They in their 24. chap. tell us thus much, gc... 
S Ecchefie pro Chriſtiana libertate memori- ings | 
rail} m Dominicz Nativitatis, Circumciſionis, che keep- | 
ati  Paſſionis Reſurrectionis, Aſcenſionis in cx- ops 8 
lum, &æ Miſſionis Spiritus Sancti in Diſcipu- P — q 
[ + os Religioſe celibrent, maximopere probs. Vaſe 
-b 991, That is, 
BY . If the Churches, accotding to their Chri- 
ant tian liberty, do, or (hall rel giouſly celebtat 
the memory of out Lords Nativity, Cir- «| 
hol —_—_ » Paſſions Reſurrection, Aſcenſion 1 
ite Heaven, and ſending of the Holy Ghoſt 
upon the Diſciples ; wee doc in an eſpeciall 
manner approve of it. 
i 1 Note hate I pray you, to the Scots 
4 everlaſting 
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14, 204 now at 
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this 


da 2inſt the keep. 
nes i ow rather | 


our Northerne Proverb, A ful/e as 4 Scot ? 
No marvell then, if they ſold their Ki 
rhus ſlight their Faith, and deſpiſe the co. 
ming of the Xing of K ings. 
Nay more, they have herein with Epbeſis 
forſaken their firfs love; for if we read the 
| Chriftmae. life of #54: Cowper Biſh. of Gelloway,in the 
Aay a 12. p. we may find, that the Scottiſt Church 
1 for $00. yeares after Chr, did give the 
mon. day Communion upon the 25. day of Decemb, 
. 2 by them acconnted the day of Chrifts Nati. 
pete. vity: which is alſo aveuched by Mr. Ley, 
4 in his Sunday 4 Sabbath. p. 173. 
With cheſe forementioned Confeſſions, 


agree all the reſt. as that of the four Cities, 
Argentine , Conſtance , Mammimge, and 
Lindavia,called by ſome,the Confeflion of 
Sweethland, publiſhed in the yeare 1530. 
That of B, 153 1. that of Saxonie, 155 1, 
that of Whitemberge,15 5 2. that of Fraxce, 

1559. that of Germany, 1556. 
Adde to theſe che joynt anſwer of the 
Proteſtants, in the yeste 1541, With the 
| conſent 


kak og * — 


rr 


n. 


2s appeares by Batber Hymns ſung by 
n upon the day. 

Adde laſtly to them all the late Natio- 
nall Scottiſh Covenant, wherein the words 
that are to be vowed, proteſted, and ſworn 
by them that take it; are, 


- @ == &@ @ =» 


That they ſhall endeavony the reforma- 
tion of the Church of England, in 


* 


Il according to Gods Mord, and Exam- 
ple, and Practice, of the beſt refor- 
N med Churches, 7 


f1. Now al the beſt reformed Churches keepe 
| the day of Chriſts Birth, as a day ef holy 
1. worſhip, and thanłigiving, even all of them at 
6} thu day, and ever ſinct their reformation, 


taken 


Id the greater. and the ee; alſo the 
8} Chncches of | ia Samogitia» in 
* | that famous Synod of Sendimore,in the year 
f Vo. Denmark: Sweden, and all the Luthe- 
t 
n 


Then, I beſeech you note, that whoſoever The nee 
© | he be, or whether a faithliſſe Scoti. man, keeping of | 
"yor 2 Scortified Engl: » , that hath Coiſn®: 


1 
Covenant 3 
xx 


Doctrine, Diſcipline, and Worſhip, Ars. i. 


4 4 
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F Dayi is2 taken that Crane ad ede. of 
© breach aria, nod a 


een. and labou keep boly the 

oo iWenty fifth ley of B ecember, or the mmal 85 

5 day of Chrifts 4 is in plain Engliſh, Bc 
and gu'd Scotch, x Arte op — 2 


for — wor ſhipping God and Chriſt there. 
upon, in the publick Congregation, as 1 


they of the beſt reformed Churches dot. 

—= 5x5 Is the next place, we adde the teſtimo- Yn 
—_— of the beſt and moſt famous Divines of Yan 
thoſe Reformed hurches, who co it 
the keeping of theſe Feftivals , ſtoutly nt 
maintaine, both by Scripture and Re-. 

ſon, what their Churches delivered in 1 
their (confeſſions. I (hall name onely the I 

chiefe, 

Catvinu, Firſt, Calvin, Inſtit. lib. 4. cap. 10. I 
| verba Auguſtin. approves the keeping of Bai 
them, and in his Epiſtle to Haferm, ſot - Fit js 
rowes very much that theſe Feſtivall dayes Jenj 

were put downe in diverſe places. And he 
moreover for the day of Chriſts Birth , he ! 

Notior fan faith and avoucheth, Harm, Evangel. in fith 
Cbrifti- Na cap ſecundum Luce, har the day of C brift: fi i Ic 
tivites Birth Was better knoWwne than that it ſhould Vin 


a of . 
MARE ink | 3” wor” 
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Tx 


N ut i" yo be called in queſtion ; and calls the 4. Li 
quefionen ,_;.ptifts that queſtion it, Aeris Demones, [wa 
vocers de. 


bas, Airis Divels, And accordiogly the i 4 
1 0 
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4 = 
[4&5 4 : * 
. * 
wa 


F. And in France, their moſt notable pres. 
hers give the Communion on that day. 
Secondly, Z anchie, that treaſurer of 
learning and knowledge Vol. . lib. I. cap. 
in quart. precep, thefi[ſecunda , proves 
large, that it was kept holy in the pu- 
er times, and that it ought to be ſo kept, 
* yearly obſerved by all true Chriftians 
day, by ſound Reaſons which you 
d anon. 
7 birdly , Zninglizs , Rector of the 
durch of Zurich, accounts the Birth-day 
f our Lord among thoſe holy-dayes that 
he would have obſerved, Tom. 1. Art. 25 
0 » Bullinger, Dicad. 2. Serm. 4. 
Quamvis nullibi le gatar, &c. Though 
tis no where read, that che Lords day was 
e jayned in the writings of the Apoſtles; 
yer becauſe in the fourth Commandemem 
bf the firſt Table the care of Religion, and 
e diligent exerciſe of outward worlſh'p 
p commanded, it were contrary to piety, 
{ Chriſtian charity, not to ſanctifie the 
Lords Dag,” eſpecially ſeeing that out- 
yard worſhip cannot conſiſt, without a 
by et timeand an holy reſt: the ſame we oughe 
to 


ta 
| 


Rr 
1 
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| 
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I | 
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of Gimevedoth annum it, as we Moderne 
mar 2 fle 2 p. Pivines, 
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Hemi 1 ee 

0 857 Coll : Antibellar : diff : 41. thef 
Of Bucer in Matth. cap. 12, loco de fo. 
. Of Urſin, Tratt. Theol. in 4. precep. 
emmingins lib. bom. Of Chytrexs in 

e. Epittol, Hb initio. Of our Coun- 

2 Hooker, Eccl, pol. l. 5. Of fa- 

xs Andrew, in his Sermons. ; Of lear. 
—— in his Conference with Hart, 

„ 8. diviſ.  ſecunda, and many others, fa- 

us for picty and learning. who by their 
Sermons, Writings, Examplechave juſtiſied 
; — obſervation of Chriſts, Birth- 

ey, upon the 25. of December, groun- 

g upon the word of God, the traditions 
Apoſtles, and the prafiice of the Pri- 

une and Reformed Churches, 

© Next to the Praftice of Gods Church,Rea- 

f comes in as an Armed man, to confit me 
je tuth, and to maintaine the particular 
ation of the forement ioned day. The 

20s are many, for brevity ſake we ſhall 

ly for the preſent alledge three, which 
bis, that great Treaſurer of Learnings 

9d Religion, doth prompt unto us in the 


Hi T7 Reaſon i dratyne, A landabils, 
ule it is praiſe. worthy to obſerve = Ratio 8, 
7. 


n recites them, 2. parte WN \gneſt, y 


2 Sod upon the chiefs e 
ich "Feaſts wite tre nldirucet among ehe 
Zewes by. are three, as Thomas Aqui. 


5 


1 * 
2 
th 


102. aft: 4. be 
The firſt, That they might remember” - 

the works of the Lord, and the bleffings' I 

that at ſuch times they had rectived, - 2. 

The ſecond, To give God thanks for 
them. 

The Third , That at ſuch times hey? Ie 
might freely offer large gifts, for the re- j&a 
leife of che Prieſts, and poor people. © | 

If therefore (faith he) for ie Comme- 
moration of ſuch benefits 'atid bleſſings at 
ſuch times beſtowed by God , Feaſts weta 
inſtituted amorg the wes z why then 
ſhould any man dare to affirme, that the , z 
lurch of Chriſt may not alſo inſtitute, and 
keep the Feaſts that we have mentioned, 
that by obſerving thoſe /olemne dayer,"Þ " 
thoſe bleſſings may be kept in mind, which ut 
we have received from the bounty of e 
Chriſt, and the famous works which he N 
upon thoſe dayes did perform for us, the Ait 
certaine Hiſtoricall relation whereof We R 
have in the E vengelifts. ! 

Therefore, upon ſuch Feftival wife di 

ſeeing“ 


. 


2 of — ety 
d of all that he did and — for us, 
ſe Hiſtories of thoſe particu/ars ougut to 
2d, and explained to the people,which 
"ancient Primitive Church was alawaies 
vont to doe; wherefore (faith he) I dos 
uet terly condemne thoſe Minifters, who up- 
on fach dayes doe ſtrictly proſecute their 
— Texts, that if upon Eaſter daa => 
xz: of Ciiſt Paſſton, doe come in their 
will explain that, and u ill by no 
ws chuſe any of thoſe that make menti- 
of the Reſa rection. 
; H ſecond Reaſon is draus, Ab honeſto, Ratio 20 
Ve ought to ſolt mnize che Feaſt of aur 
\{S4w101nrs s Nativity, and thoſe: other of his 
leſurredlion, &c. Becauſe it isn point of 
Ponefty ſo to doe; for if, that be hone#} (as 
icrro defines it) Which..r it bee not Ag 
| praiſed, yet it pri e:worthy , it Reaſons} ) 
— follow , that it is 2 point of F 
neſty, to ſolemgjze.thoſe Fraſts which 


4 


: (burch graced with a ſolem- 

wi becaule' it is a point of 
zeſty, and praile-worthy to follow an- 
quity in chings not evil in themſelves, but 
ifferent ; for it ought to be out jadge. 

f 6 ment, 


mend; des ide bc bad. ſufficient, | 
for the doing 


. and a well of; 
ſuch things, in the inftiencing and | 
| appointing of ſuch Feſtivall dayes: I's 
His third Reafon i drawn, Ab. * 
VVee ought {faith hee} to. keepe bo/ ſs 


Birth-day of our Saviour > and his or 
Feaſt», by reaſon of the great profit tal. 
accrewes unto us, and -others inthe obſer. ; 
vation of the ſame : For it is not (faith he / 


in the tongue of man to expreſs what f X 
profit the common people do gaine'by 1 red 
45 obſerving of thoſt daes, and coming] 
to e to give es the 7 bl 
upon; the paſſages of tho It 
things that were done by our Savionr, | 
the good and ſalvation of their ſoules, art both 
read and explained unto them, and a tres e 
ſute of good things are in them. LI 7 
me add, all the Articles 0 the (rengene IC 


*S 2 manner every year more and more £ 
known _, them; * N Is 
\ Fritivall built up int 5 

and that created dy the annuall _ 2 
ſition, and confirmation, they being taught, 
Annunti- to believe in God, that made Heaven | 
en. Barth, by his Sonne, by whom he made 
the World, Jeſus Chriſt his onely Sonne 


| 91 
i Lord, Obs... 2 the 


1 6 March, 25 
, the the 
ghee: e. crea- 


* Ito believe that he was Borne of the Vir. Decem. 25 
gin Mery,npon the Feaf? of bis Nativity. 
* he Saffered under Pontius P $4 Good- 
r crMGified dead and burigd, and end Friday. 
* 10 Eons the 427 bus Paſſien. 


t roſe again fr 


the E Mer . 
eſur. 


y vertue of his 
. ka at the laſt day, and 
ave tyet e after death, wpo the 

rail of bus 1 die. 

. That eA/cended into Heaven, & ſits at the Holy- 
right hand ef God, & ſhall came again to page e Thurlday, 7 
k 16 gui and dead upon the Feaſt of 


i an a 


Aſcen 

That he ſeat downe the holy Ghoſt» che Whic-fun- 
zmforter, to gather unto, bim an Holy da. 
IC atholick Church in which he would eſta- 
ih Forgiveneſſe of fin innand a Communion 
g Saints, NN the Fe of Pentecoſt. 
| Behold the form of ſaund Words, which we * Timl-13 
we to lola faſt» and the body of that faith 

richour which our ſoules cannot be la- 93 

Y j, deleted upon theſe Feſtivals, ſo that 95 
che labont and i 8 cy of * * 


52 "lf * 
doxt and pi ge We Ik 
bee formed in * heart: = 
wes © ir fee, they yearly with | tf 
S. 419. t. Paul travelling in Birth of them ; may en 
make them ſo grow in grace, 405 the 
2 Fer 3.8 {eo wledpe of the LORD FESUS, that 
they may bring them up at laſt to be per- 


fect min and Women in him. B. gemi ob | 
at the. Conception, 5 7 them f b new 
0 3 


cteitures upon the & 

fore thi of heb beariſ xt the ive | 
enlightuing their minds, and bring 

out of darknefſe into bit Bae ace 
Gal g. 24. Upon the Epiphanie ; teaching" them to 
; Fa their affe ions , and 'luſtt, on Good {| 
Col. 3. l. Friday, and to riſe to newneſſe of life oil le 
Eaſter. day; to ſet their affection- npon thing Wo. 

abave, Where Chriſt ſi:s at the right. 2 1 

Reaſons. of God> upon Holy Thurſday, that hee mi ; 8 
ſend downe the Holy Ghoſt into theuþ#%! 

hearts, to leade them into all erurh; upon 

the day of Pentecoſt, and into this rut 

above others, that they kiſſe the Son of G' 

upon the day of his Nativity, and fo' the 

periſh not from the righe way, which (wi 

griefe of heart I write it) too many ha 

Joie that have neglected the Clabration 

this Bleſſed Day. Alas, alasthow many poop 

unlearn 1 


fl 
lf 

E 
* 
1 


n ane, that cantiot 
d any thing concerning che, or what 
are to be lievs/ concerning hiws, nor 
hear a ay ting of oY, but when they 
come to ch upon ſuch Feftiv dayes. 1 
Let mee adde wnotber Ne 5 40 chan ren 
wee ſhould keep theſe Dayts ly» and that 7 
Fand one; It is that we *may gius no of: 
er to the weaker” Brethren, Who if the 
of theſe dayes ſhould be laid 
and we ſhould contemne and deſpiſe 
oteevping of them, thoſe poore ignoruee 
M would be verily perſwaded that we 
not care for, nor tegard thoſe gregt 
things that (brif either did or ſuffered 
for us, and that we did not count them 
worth the thanks 
I I conclude my E. with the words 
St. Auguſt ine; Poſt Sacras literas ea 
1 e [ants que vel ab Apoſiolis 
Jer traditionem, vel ab univerſalibus Conciliis 
lefinita fuiſſe judicantur; Talia autem ſunt 
az, toto terrarum orbe, leguntur obſerva- 
ta fuiſle, ualia ſunt hæc feſta veteris purio- 
q eecleſiæ, quæ omnia fuerunt de Chtiſts, 
i — Diei Dominici, Paſchatis, Penteco- 
„Aſcenſionis, Paſſionis, Cana Domini, 
ans | 
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Now! fir whey 
e He , Which Jax 
came knw — s by Traditi | 
on, or ate judg d to be by general 
ounſels; ſuch are tboſe * an & 
ö cient and en obſerved over 


the Whole wor ll, al which were kept in the he. 
mur of Feſics Chriſt: to Wit» the nk Day, 
' Faſter, Pentecoſt, Aſcenſion, Paſſion» Sup. 
"Gre « Lord, ind the A. Nativity. : 
mee leave to zdde the words of N 
worthy Z anchy, concerning the particniu f? 
Fealt of the Birthday our Saviaw 1 
3 HRIST, and then ! I hat have almoſt 
one. 
Zanchie, Wee know {ſaith bes in the forecited 2 
loc. Ciraty. place) that it was a received cuſtome 8. IU 
25 all Nations t0 celebrate the Birth det 
particular Man , how meane ſoe- 4 
re, pecly of Princes and Great Ones, Ws 
0d, of which we reade in the Ge. 
7.0 and that not without reaſon, for it i 
an eſpecial blefſing that any one created by 
God, in the womb of his Mother,ſhould bt 
brought alive into this world; eee 
God would have the Sabbath to be 
holy, in remembrance of the creation of tt 52 4 
world, that thankes might be * hgyoc 
eatop 5+ 


: we 


F | a | 1 60 | ; *S 5 F 

92 LY » | 

| Croat . i ſo it mult 1 
ie 4 2 of | 100, & : 
" accepted that any vs 


wan {ball kerp in memory the day that he Was 
1 and regard and . more than 
dar dayes, in tejoycing thereupon, giving 
iks to God, loberly feaſting with bis 
leighbours,and giving more largely to the 
po chan at other times, " 
Ho much more ought the day of out 
18 pn more excelleor, * 
our, and re jo manner, malt to be 
„ved and Et by all that beare the 
eme of Chriſtian, and hope for ſalvation 
by that Bleſſed Babe, that nov came inte the Tim n. 
AIs id to ſave ſinners, whereof they muſt 
. eeds be the chiefe that deſpiſe the day of 
j[@ great Salvation; work, and follow heir 
Calling, when it ſhould bee their onely 
Pork to remember what the Lord Jeſus upon, 
lud did for io, aud fing praiſo 10 bis . . B. | 
yl. Methinks what hath beene ſaid: alrezdy, "SY 
zimight perſwade any reaſonable Chriſtian to 
the due obſervation of the day. But alas, I 
ade of late, ZeWes in England, te whons 
leid. came. ind. they. received him nat, 
ohn 1.11. Who undeſſe they ſee inge. 
231 G4 and 
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do 
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ſtinate; yet Whether thiy wil heart, or whe wii 


ther they will forbeare, whether they will un 
believe or continua in unbelief, and believe | tin 
no man but themſelves ; let them know, rin 
that divers and ſundry Miracles have been 
wrought in divers Nations, wpen the iwenty | 
fifth day of December, to confirme it to bave 
brine thi very day of our Saviours Birth ; 
t the Fountain of Ole breaking out in {ik 
Rome; the tongue-tying of the Devils Ora · riſ6 
cles, the-amity of the Beaſts, and many # 
{ 
the 
fire 


more, which you may finde in Gregory Tx 
ronenſis, which I may not now repeat; but 
eſpecially - two wrought here in Exgland, 
confirming that the keeping of the day up fru 
the 25. of the aforeſaid Moneth, according ti Mac 
the old Julian account, is authenticł, trut, and I vel 
A Orthodox. | N 
Od in he The one is the Oake in the new Forreſt, }+ * 

nem Fer- Sacra Fovi Quercus, an Oak conſecrate to g 
ente Son of God left x5 x laſting witneſſa of | op 
this truth, c ven there, where ſo many} no 
E Charches * were demoliſhed ;- wherein it} tai 
- Gen. 18.8. ſuould have been preached. - Abrabam the] fo 
A Father of the Faithfull, feaſted the Sos of of 
God in the likenefſe of Mam even * bl 
' 4 ei ©: 


3 
be tle i ay, and RR 13 
ake of Mam, 


glad, 

r after Afitcsto ſhaw? 
y the fairhfull, the day of hi Incarna- 
I, and 10 ſolimnize the ſame by we- 

Ne Jeart upon this very day, new and 
greene leaves u nb as ſhewing to poſte- 
[4 That as this day Truth ſprung out of the 
be Mary's Womb, * rer pfl 55. 48 
ed down from Heaven; 12 ying alſo, 
mat in his dayes the righteous ſhould flon- Plal. 7», 
* and that bee ſhowld grow up as a tender 
in a dry ground, bu fruit ſhould ſhake Veile 16. 
| like Lebanon, * bee greens an grafſe upon 
Ii earth ; chat he is the ehicfe of our 
| frengrh, and that 2s the leaves, barke, and 
| front of that Tre, are all Medicinal, ſo 
| fhould Chrif? bee that Tres of Life, Re- 
{} velations 22. 2. whoſe leaves ſpoxld heal the 


Nat: $0NS, 
' ne other is that Thorne by Glaſttnbury, TheThors 
f 


ing, as the Tradition goes, oa Jo. dyGleftes- 
fpb's Grave, But whether 2 be ne 75 5 
, I'know not; it may be; this I am cer- Tln. 
it taine, that the Wan Countrey eryes it up - 
bor a truth, and « knowye one, that time out 1 
f} of mind, even to this day, it hath every year f 


en in full menſute upon che 25 * 4 
t x 


g 


| 


all poſterity, that our Jai 
— bud and bloſſome out of 


0 of many men, 
e Thorne, us it were, in way 
Anke to us Creator , doth 
gratefully ſhoot forth his bloſſomes upon 


che very dey of bis Birth, who did honour 


and grace all Thernes ſo. much, as to 
Ware a ({rowne of Thornes upon the day 
of bis Death; und ifying by the 
white bloſſomes, that tha: King that 
We borne that day, and wore the Thor. 
n Crowne when hee dyed, is now rifen a- 
gaine, and weares a Crowne of Glory; and 
moreover,by the long. liv dreſs of the ſame, 
intimates to dull mortals, chat hee that was 
that day borne, and died on Good- Friday, 
Crowned in that manner, il ſtill alive» and 
lives for evermore, And further yet, that 
ehoſe men that are of ſuch a thorny diſpoli- 
tion, and touchy froward behaviour, as not 

eo 


( did | 
the 
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gErrargerirs 


giving. for bis i-th alta 229 


Gent ue chorus that ate dead, be caſt into 
ge xenchable fice; Ch tiſt then coming to 
ll. n and thornes, 28 the 
— of the K ine of Ac ur, ats called, 
came to deſtroy Jeru/alem, the holy 
CodrFemple, Palla Ocdinances, 
to put an end to the ſalemn Feaſts, Us, 
10. 17. to whom for ſuch an intention 
JA tells them, That the Light 
| | fbowld be for a fire, and his holy One for 
laune, and it ſhould burns and devour all ſuch 
—4 T. bye rage day : And ſhall con. 
| 447 of bis Forreſt, and hte fruit - 
i b Soul and Body, ver. 18. 

'» What ſhall I ſay more ? But, that if the 
things that have beene done in England, 
hid been done among the wild and ſavage 
Aanericani, they had believed in Chriſt, and 
hmozred this day lang age,: But here is 
the condemnation, that the marvellons 
light as this day came into the world, and . 
that this day, was che day of its coming ; | 
hath been among us of chis Ifl 64} By 
and yearely is confirmed. by Afiracles, 
and yet many blinded ones among us, both 


Rev. 1.10. ſurrt ction, & that it was that jules Kue 


we (Orif evil chaſe) for || 
Iam full of godly jea louſis for the honour 
of my Saviours Birthday, and will affirm , 


apo my lat — that it was 


the twenty fifth day of December, 
every yeare to bee kept Holy» and 
that 5uigs Kvernr) that Dies Dominica that 
L. day xa v iKoq irby way of eminence,from 
which our Lords days 8. every fir day f 
the week, doth take its denomination, and 
name, rather than from that of the Re- 


that Lords day mentioned by St. ohn. Ro- 
velat. 1. 10. upon Which hes was in the Spi- 
Fit, wpen which Chrifh peu did appeare 
wnto him in that glorious ſhape , Which is 
the opinion of divers and good Divines ; 
and the firſt Primitive Fathers doe alſo 
perſwade me to believe ir, while they 
in their VVeitings, as Zanchie' well ob- 

ſerves, doe affirme, that the Churches of 
God did every where „ in their time. 
yearely and ſolemnely celebrate the Feaſ? 
of the Lords Day, beſides the Feaſt of the 
Paſiover,EaFter; and the Reſurreftion,as the 
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Erne 
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chiefe 


chiske Feaſt in the yeare, 18 4 diſtinct Feaſt 


” Thu great and principall Feaſt then, of the 
Tord: Day could bee no other (being by 
them ſo preciſely diſtinguiſned from the 
tay of C brifts Reſurreflion) but the Feaff 
<< rag or the day of our Lords Na- 
Nit, from Which, and not from Eaſer 
2 „all the Sandayes in the yeare, became 
eto be called Lord daes, the truth whereof 
| will appear as clear as the Sun, to any chat 
will take the paines to compate Ignatius in 
(bis Epiſtle, ad Magnes, with Juſtin Martyr, 
Apel. 2. ad finew, Enſebius hb, 4; cap. 23. 
"rene 1. 4. c. 23. ad Viflorem Remanum 
apud Sozomen : Tertullian lib. de idolat. pag. 
376+ lib. ds Corona Militis, Auguſt. Tom.2. 
| Ep. 119. 4d annar. de ciuit. dei lib. 22: c. 
20. de verbis eApeſiols Ser. 15. Oril in 
Joban lib. 17, cap. 5 8. Euſebius lib. 1. cap. 
23, 24. Socrates, lib. 5. cap. 22. And to 
"ſhut up all, rake here the words of moſt 
© eminent Divine, whoſe Learning and Piety 
hath placed him beyond exception, 
"Biſbop e ſudremt: (I meane) in his Ser- 
mon upon Pon, Chap. 8. ver. 5 6. Ther is 
"(ſaith be) no day fo properly Chriſts, as 
” his Birth day; which may appeare, if we ſer 
80 it 
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uy aeg, 
I | becauſe they — 4 

of the 2 God , fo chat 
9 — wiſe, they aro . 


morter ; yet I 
e they will never vey wiſer. Their 
95 5 are ſo ridiculous, ſeife-confuting, 
We, dal, erroneous that I would not de- 
arr them, but that Solowen 
ds me, Anſwer 4 foole in his folly, left be 
| wiſe in his owne concen. 
© Theſe 7eſwites, ex ignorantia, crig out 
2 the Jeſuite did, Scriptaræ, Patres, 
| R ationes, &c. Scriptures, F. chers, 
tells, Reaſons, &c. All are on our 
de, they ac indeed, but as rods for the 
acks of fools. 
| For Scripture , Chrift (ſay they) was 
ern when Auguſt made the whole 
drid to be Taxed, and and all went to bs 
red, every one to his one City, Luke. 
1.3. whick could not bs ia the winter, 
becauſe 


*. 


n ade th” At 


\ " ihe. i. tus 
- 
” 


| 9 ae 6d he's 


ded fully and wholly in the third Climat, Ws 


Emperout would commiud tae | 


come in winter to their on Townes: 

2. The Shepheards were then in th 
fields,watching over their flocks, v. F. ar 
the winter was no ſitt ing time for it: A 
Sheep ſh Argument, fitter for a Shep, 
heards boy, than a Shepheard of Iſrael. Þ 
Crit (Man) was not bornt' in England, 
but in pudea, and there were Wolves there, 
and therefore the Shepbeards wire to Watch ite 
their flocks at all times; or become like ma. 
x7 of our Engliſh, who when the Wolfe comer, 
Nie away. a 

But 3. Chriſt (ſay they) according 1 
our affirmation, was borne and bapted 
about the ſame time, it could not then be ii 
mid winter, it being nor wholeſome for 
men to goe up then to the head in — 
ter. 

To kill theſe three Birds with one bold 
The Land of Cavan is found to extend it 
felfe for latitude from the 36. degree and T 
52. minutes, to the 33-and 44. minutes, - 
and for longitude, it is placed betweenel,; 
64. degree, and 22. minutes. and the 6 
degree and ten minutes, ſo that it is inet * 


— 


ia 


id Marriner tell us) ia Ti 
ur Mey here in Bog land. and y 
2 fe 


135 Ser pture ſaich as much, Levis. 23. 
ks 10.11. Forincegurd that a ſheafe of 
She fieſt- fraies of Harveſt, was yeately of · 
. en r 24 do a Paſtover, 
Nich ws the 16. eAbib, and is 
ith us the 27. of Acrel (which 27. AC 
ing to the true account f 
| 12. of our March) it mult n. 
Pow, that che temperature of the month 
ber in the Land of s ane 
to our Aa: if not 260 the ſea- 
m of the years could no way hinder, 
the execution of Ce/ar's Decree, 
the Shepheards being in the Fields, nor 
Saviour's going into the River. r dau, 
. What Los 3 


ei. WM 
4- 5 


Ae ban nnd wendy Ag 
- Beroalds ing wſ 
be  Chronologer, lil. 4. cap. 2. confeſler 
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i abe neither e e the 0200 * 

— = a For fe Buy 
to be natural bruit 

— tha we defice no better A 

nt Computation oY ve 

third day "f the month 27 | 

of Daria Exta 6.15, When 
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arbor 
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the fixth monsch after Clyifs L. 
&c. which is March; then let them 
_—_— he wil heh 
to the 
— of Hume) 
9 their F ber: they they v 
As for at bers urge, 
not help them: 
n dini b u n 


- x4, 8 


5 therd eee n 
Aid by of eee ge 4 
"1-49 2 both his Gdd-htad, and 1 J 
"Os 74 ge be therefore neither 4 


1 [Bat / il faith, eee 
rand "celebrated — Birth-day of 
| the Baptifh,on the twenty thied day of 
April. in bis Homilies, or twelve Books on 
. f therefore - Chriſt-mult be born in 
Ofober 
Lil Father Jike Sons, beth Baſtards theſe 
ore of the Father «ccounted fo, both 

a, and Proteſtantriit being curtain, 
that Podecu Cliflove us wrote foure Books 
f the twelve, and the . and 

bad by * Perus, pub: 
lem:nnd * . 

a I. an. 2521 
ly to bee trua, 3 2 of Ale- 
vi * at the ficſt ders the 

obs the Baptifh-in leging 
Says raping (of that 05 
2ndria was the chiefe) did ever main- 
— ws botne onthe 5. day 
— and yearely kept rh day Fre 
fiva in memory thereof ,. as Genebrard 

Jae h ewe out of their owne Aenne, 


H2 ns 


* P, 


and K althderr, und not oi ee 5 
as Iris, and ſo did the 2 - 
1 as learned Mr: || + 
ba ful proved, in his Notes and Y; 
ns, Cha h 
* Dix e che words of the forged Cyril : 
were true, and that they kept 7obn's Birth. 
277 April 43cie ſeemes they fell from the 
Obſervation,and found themſelves in an ex · 
ror, and 5 Grethand Latin Chur- 3p; 7 
ches to bes in the right, who kept it % 
annually and corſtantiy on the twenty fourth 
of June, 2 Canſaben confeſſeth, || dd, 
Loy "Aa would leave their Errour 
aA des * 
C Was bors | 
44 rd ; take heede, that was in} 
Winter do one of the twelve R 
doubt you will turne /ae#- Feaſts, lt | 
me tell you, as for hers, we bad rather deve | 
their roome than their company ; und yon 
belie your Father, for Epiphanine who (it 
he were alive, would put yon in the Cati- 
Ter e 
was „ver 
of the trod, the Son of Autiparer We * 
was the forty ſecond year of Augoſim Ce 


\ 
. 


Neighbours ! en in fob, 
— e 


u, ae of t5, yeares 3 wigh 
21 715 borne A d a 


diy thereof, 
Wall poor Babes „ your. Fi 
wo" „ will your Reaſons take 0 Ry I 
bt they are 100 weake to heave ſuch 


* eden the gromnd bur let's try their 


a "Taxes and election: of Tribute began x 1 
* 0 p the wa out iy of Spe wh 
_ appears 


<0) 
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ppoſccbnt ney op Trop ol 
will maintaine that the TIT, 
ſurrefion, or 27 See 

boly. Tpray von tall 

in the ſame moneth, or 

Suppoſe the day were not qa) 
yet the 5 yr hath power 10 enden 0 
enmally io bee kept in remembrance B. 
E. 
n 


e IT. "OT 
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% th. Alda. „ 9 


| ere in caſe we know the day firich- 
yet it is not abſolutely neceſſary for us 
arp it on that 4 alwayes, if the 
3 appoint, or thinke the contrary ; 
3 2. did not keep their Snrim on 
ne day of the years whereoa their 
erance was given * | 
©. day after, as you may read 
Tan was to — che-fickt 
Fed. 12. 2,3. yet Hezrkiah and 
cople kept it in che ſecond moneth, 
1 to the inſtitution in that particu- 
. 30. 2, 3, and yer they Wore 
ted, as you may read, ver. 20. 
but 3. I. H. tells ws, in his Scripture ObjeRion'z 
vl I that the Satarmalia, thoſe mad 
feaſts to Stare, the Father of the Gods, 
te kept at the ſame time by the Heat hen, 
che Chriflians keep their ( briſi mas, 
chat you have your Kilt from Ceres, 
is Goddefſe of Corne, in which Feaſts at 
| 8 a ſheaf was offered to het; 
T Ha — 


| 1 1 1 | 15 r 
1 * ie your Chutcher and Bug 
dos offend our 3 and your {ar- 
nd Song: doe offend, our ſandbfi:d 
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2 1 | 
fx * _ » o q 
4 
BY by 
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Alas Brethren,ws cannot help it, e muſt 
ot offend God, in ſtriving riot ro offend 
on; it i not We that give, but you that take; 
aud we may not ne glect out duty, to pleaſe 
your bumours. 
Tee keep the day Feſftivally, we ought to 
doc it as we have (h:wne'1[ready, we have 
| nt for it, Eſther 9. 22. from the e. 
epraRtſe , who for a leſſe ble ing kept the 
14. and 15, of Adar yeately 4 the dayes 
4 wherein the Jes refted, and the month which 
was turned unto them, from ſorrow to joy, 
aud from mourning to a good day; that they 
* ſhould make them dayes of fraſting and joy, 
and of [ending portions ene to another, and of "= 
git, to the poore. And likewile from the _ 
command of Nehemiah, and Exra, in the 8. % 14. 
r like caſe; This day is holy unto the Lord our 1 
| God, mourns net, nor weepe ; gos jour Way, 
14" ear the fat, and drink the ſweet, yo} end porti- 
ent nts them for whom nothing is prepær d: for 
i this day i holy unto our Lord: neither be ye for. 
i, fer the joy of the Lord is your ſtrength. Tell 
1 mg 
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ament 
s coming into the 

werld, and relieving bi peor Mam bert, 1s 
ever you did any-nicknamed Sabbath-day 
in the yeare ? Nay, I will afficme that you 
never heard any Harp or Viol in our Feafts 
. Upon that day ( the Zewes had) hut our 
e 
0 Work of t teupon 
the operation of his hand: , that as this day 
, the Word was made fleſhand dwelt among ns 
and we ſaw his ral a the glory of the onely 
begotten Son 7 God, upon the morning of 
this day, breaking out in darkneſſe, he ma- 

king the day his own, by being born therewpen, 

We 511 therefore be PAK rejoice in it. 

As for out Plam: Pottage, and MAinc d- 

Pies , ſtand off, and doe not let them 
nc d trouble you, we dare 2 making no que- 
ſtion for conſcience ſake, becauſe our its 


macks are ſtrengthned by that forecited 


fas, 


piece of inyitation, Nebem. 8. 10. Eat the | 
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| give me ſeaue 33 
p wie add Portage, that you .w 


ton fe your ſouless from f 


en- 
to joyne with us in the maine of 
Feaſting, which is, to taff and ſee bol 


- (| 


4 gur Lord Feſus 15s, Doe not you cry 
— now, if you doe, St. Paul will 


out mouth , who makes the fame 


And raiſeth the like inſtruction fro 
| Ze. Bre ad that the Jewes aſe 


paſſeovet ; 1 Cor. 5.7, 8. Purge owe 


therefore the old leaven, that you may oee « 
new lump, 4s you are unlravened; for wen 
'Chrift- aur” Paſſaover i orncified for us : 


— let us beep the Feaſt, not with old 


en, nor the leaven of malice and wicked. 


maſſe, bat with the nnleavened. bread of ſoricee 
rity aud truth, Behold two table doctrines, 


\ one of Eaſter, the other of ¶ lriſtmas, both 
raiſed from the Viands. 
As for our Baies and Reſe mary, and => 
other green crimmings of out Churches and Ro 22 
Houſes, truly Brethren, we doe, and may * 
doe it, by che fame warrant that the Iſta- 
Clites in tha Feaf7 of T abernacles, Nehem. 

2.16. did goe out co the . 

etc 


£ 


as 1 
mand, ſigniſied, and put them in minde, th wbi 
they were Pi in the Wilderneſſe, and 
that their Fathers dwelt in T abernacles : So 
as our wear Which is more choice than ax Yor 
other times, puts us in mind on that day of Þ 
Chrifl: ſinleſſe bumazity , aid out ffrong Y6- 
drinks of his Firituall conſolation. So our Ys 
Churches and Houſes decked witly Baier hu 
and Roſomary, Hollie and Tvie, and hxher $* 
Plants, Which are alwayes green, Winter and 
Jammer, ſignifis, and put us minde of 
bz Deity, that the C hilde that now was e 
borne, was God and Man, ſhonld ſpring yon 
up likg a tender Plaut, (hould alwayes bee Yad 
greeme and flouriſhing, and live for ever- 
more. Therefore thus the Spoule entertains Þ# 
her Beloved, whoſe Bed is alwayes greene, 
Cant. 1, 16. and (h:wes Hop jſt to bee 
yeſterday, aud to day, and the [ame for ever, . 
| As for our Seng: and (arrolls, Brethren, BY 
they are - colefted aud compoſed out of the 
Scriptures contain matter of infraction, and 'f## 
edification the) implant the hiſtory and YH ot 
L 


* ohje# bus Lnſwered.. 
Obi Bonk ne wines of poor ig - 
” ; and oftentimes he is taken 
& „ that will flye a Sermon. 
che Ong are like the of Moſer, 
h learned by heart, put the people in 
| "oe what bath done for them, 
1 that day, and ſuch are moſt fitting 
time, and we have an order for 
, under St. Pauls owne hand, Col. 3. 
2 the word of Chrift dwell in you rich- 
in all Jaya teaching and admeniſhing 
another, in Pſalms,and Hymmnnand 9 | 
12 rang fonging with grace in your hearts 
the Lord. Brethrey, remember what the 
_ thoſe men who were bid to 
N iage of his Son, and would not 
| 133 their Hwusbaxdry, 
other occafions, Not one of theſe ſhall 
off of my Supper, &c. "The Day of Chrifts 
wh, was the day of the 8 of the 
* God, when the two natures former- 
—— in the Conception, were 
declared for ever Married, never to 
„ d, that Marriage. day is annually 
0 4 kept by us in remembrance. I invite 
all againſt the next yeare, if you will 
- dot cor I cannot force you, I leave you 
Th me comming of the Bridegroome, — 
* then 


( OP wa” 
enge 3 
mo "i T.+ 4 of 
0 2 4 . 
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ſtandiog all your pettiſh oppoſiti 


then you ba know 'wherber you f 7 
taſt of his Supper. $ 
I will ſay no more, but that notwith- 


ons, this W 


truth (hall Rand ſtedfaſt, That 
The 25. day of Decemb. ought annual 
to be kept holy 23a Feſtivall, and 7 Tate # 
giving day, by all Chriſtians ; let the Lear. 
ned Z anchie ſpeak the Epilogue. ' 
Sic decent Sacre liters; Sk Patres : Si 
noſtri ſeculi pis deflores : Sic vetus Conſutts — 
do, atq; Oſim in omuibus, & omnium locorum | 
& Gentium ecclefus receprics, C- approbatu 
confir mat ( Addo) Sic denig, Miracmla. 4 
So much the Scriptures teach, ſo much}; 
the Fathers ſo much the holy Doftowrs off 
our dayes ; In a word, The ancient uſe 
cuſtome, received and approved in all the: 
Particular Churches of al places and Nation 
doe approve and maintain ſo muctras hath} 
beene ſpoken, and (let me adde) ſo much 
the forementioned Miraclis. 
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Now be that is unjuſt, let bim be un) 
ſtillzand he that t filthy, let him be filthy ſts 
be that is ignorant, let him bs joan fil 


N . 
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Bu en, 

* ia be comes quickly, and . 
I lim, to give every man according to his 
* ork, to both them that does and 42 — not. 


Opas Diet in Die ſus. 


N 4 

| : Till then, grace and peace bes te al them 
that love our Lord Peſus Chriſt in fincerity, 

bn the day of bis appearing. 
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. Amen, HALLELUFAH, 
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\Ciebrated i in ſome Sant a 8 - 


fied meditations on the An- | 
gels Anthem, i 


— — — * — 
' — 

. l, 2. 14. l 
Glory to God in the higheſt, and on earth — 


AY will towards men. 
* Is i 4 | 


| Wi ſhould not we wich] joy: reſbund 
| Theblefi.d Natals of our 4 
Why ſhoald not we with mirth ſalute the m 1 8 
Of kis birch- day by whom we are ber berg * 
Sce how each creatute in his kinds rc, 49 | 
And ſhall nor we lift up melodions'y 
Hark how the Angels ſing; ſhalt 
The greateſt good is: une we moſt 
Rarkhd the Star enameld heavens x 
With echo's of Ang  Amtems ond ! 
It is for ti chat they # 
And ſhall not we fon fore rec e chan tea 


fps 


on 


Y 
k „ 


x" 


oyn we in eng, 
one long, , 


1 Clay oict * we a 
we Bbc peut e, 
12 £ ndlet god's 2 — "— never, eg 


Lien ſo gain Nikola x now avaunt ; 

And whatfocver phane throates uſe to chaunt, 

+ Which through 18 ear pours poiſon to the heart, 

| Aberter ſubje& doth this day impart, 

0 dungs is Sions Muſe inclinde, 

me holy matter fits a holy minde. 

"Sin we high myſteries in ah a bemble ſtrain, 

id lofty matters in a lowly vein, 

. which we fing, affords N.. 

lines, but ſtrong in matter, not in words, 

. Fo g ſo high they cannot be expreſt 
Ps words, the plaineſt are the beſt. 
i= * oo > bn doth . 

$ is birth ſung by a ſwelling Mu 

7 S phraſe devot lion fit; 

| ur zeal, and not our wit - 

f . to be prophanely wittie, 

Fal be holy Day calls for an holy ditty. 

| _ . our -dittic anſwer 0 the th 1 

8 wit Quirifters ct's fingand ſay 

 _Ghryto Fecha in earth be peace, 4 

2 e na never ceaſe. 
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heads” 
Whoſe et Ring all the - 3496 orders; AY * 
c complement of propheſies of old, ; 
The truth of that che types did depfelbut, 


Fut ſu lueſt of the 2 true intent 

heb ſubſtance which the ceremonies veilde, 

morning ſtar that ſeem'd to be — . 

Fhilo, and the glorious flower 

Of Feſſer rod, the rod chat did devoure 1! us. 

Th ick rod turnld nt, even he 

an old — rd to ſee, 
ſalvin ir cure icted, 

VVho —— 


as 2 
All th — by us 


One who all generations wake ch blen. 45 
Vhar others did expe &, we do " 424 

7 child is born, cha e » © "46 
o us is t was to them; 8 
The 25 ory of Jeruſalem. Tr 2 
Shall we not then with holy Angels ſing, 
An Woly Anthem to our —. King ? $4 
—4 to Gau on higb, on earth be peuce, 7 
And wil towerds Chriſtians never ceaſe. x-Y 
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» Gen. © Tha 14 a. e 22.16. Gen, 0. Iſa. 
= D. TEE . 2 — ihe hen th = 


out ral. N 1 


def 
4 
* a4 


” * 


1 Glory to e . be Gig hachpooughe; 
Had mans Naben thus about bach drougtn, 


* TASTY . 


; Whoſe 
I Of glorious* wonders, and of wondrous glpricy, l 


2 which Wmccanian bn one i 
o wo is- in all his wayes alone... 

Well might his name be called b — 

ile, deat h, w hoſe rifings were ſo "A | 


Suchas she world n&re found in other ſtorles. 
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His tongue from tuning this Avgelike 


Behold a- 
| Being without beginn 
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Sith-ſundrywonders in each worm are ſauud ? 
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No * time befofe the father ever was, | 

0105 ſon did ever pall:. 


ſe Bl 


Wh bick. LEY. BAY was FUR ee, that word * 
Which over all de Jr 
What ile e bim who 410 frame 
Both tim 1 that man can creature name ? 
Same Gad, Eſſence, ſame Eternitle, 
a all the ſame, ſave perſonalicie. 

eb ſon we fa 0 b do not {ay amiſſe, 
Saas o, hut what the fart e. 187 

\ A ea oni orious birth, 


toi 40 on high, on cath be peage, 

d will towards Chriſtians never ceaſe, 

70 father hath and mother, 

© have nor one nor other: 
but ag mother known 

hed, 7 112 2 none: 
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Adams ſeed j bim be ts 3 


was the yord, and 22507 * 
IE zallrhings , and Jol 
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221 hoc eff, | 


whom ve HSule bercegere, 
iel be ind andefi'd, '- (ped) © 


FSe,'rate from finners (though mongſt them r 
D en wich ſin bim polluted, 
nov c uldꝭ he from us our pollutlon take? _ 
He myſt be pure, who others pure ſhall make. 
Who can the worlds ſin take away but he, 
Who from all ſpot and blot of ſin is fer? 
The beam our of mine eye he plucks Ad 
Who bath nor beam, nor blemiſh in his own, 
Let all the world ſhew ſach a ſon again, * 
Whole bicth fo many wonders doth contain, 
4A Lamb new faln, ſlain er the World began, . 
His mothers farher,and his daughters fon. 
A Dove hatchꝭd in the neſt hitnfelf did build, 
A flower in Winter ſprung that fram'd the held 
From whence it ſprung, a Lilly riſen new, 
ich made the bed and garden where it grew. 
tall 7 but ſuch a child 
Of Adams not with tis fm defifd, © 
A child thats God, and God mighty to fave 
All choſe he unto him h is father gave. 
822 who had he not to us been borne, 
encrations had been quite forlorne. 
e nere by man wa ploughd nor till dʒ 
See made che bred B life e de” $ 2% Id 
inch z bs, b oy 2 
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For Lach faving 
Wich Angels fg an we with them 
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tomar i never ceaſe. 

Behold a mother, yet a Virgin Rill, 
Whoſe womb not ? luft, hut lively faith did fill, 
Before and caſh x. birth a maid, 
Of w een 
Sh ano by 4 = te forth this.heay!nly boy, IT 

AVi honour with a mothers joy: | 
| For ſuch a mother never wal before, 

And fl ſuch another never ſhall be more, 

Aſtronomers of the Todiack 2 bd coal 


O the twelve Signet through un doth 
| Say what youwill,: — we — 'IT 
The Sun in Ving y yew till now., 8 
Lou neverſaw — ht which ſhines ſo far, 


 Veildin 2 Stall, re by a Sta, 
Vou never knew A wy — EY 
— — Ae Lad. a 2 un. T 


— * — , a 
| e 
2 2 4 * * 


'Bovel;.; 


: | 


1 — —— on earth . 
Andlet geod will towards Chriſtians never ceaſe. 
&choldtheLamb of God, the Lamb and God, 
Which maketh chaſethingsev*n web erſt wereodd | 
Nes Subſtances, two Natures, Perſons one, q 
The ſacred Godheads chief expreſſion. +- 
KAs in the ever bleſſed Trinity, 
One holy nature is in perſons three: 
do in _ (who fleſh ſor us did take) 
Two na Gods aid ours one perſon make; 


hree peeloupthere. one ſubſtance do poſſeſſe, 


rſon here injoyes three ſubſtances. 
0 eſſed bond, O ſacred union | 
1 Thar joyn joynech a three | in two, and two in one. 
g ſubſtances in gatures, two agree, 
Theſexwoin one, this one, one, two and three, 


By pond of an union perſonall, 
not of perſons neither naturall. 


Aleh of natures, but ſubſtantiall, 
zuſe d ſubſtances united ſo, | 
at r chelr own ma properties forgo, 
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4 Sich Goda nerd . 5 
And what of man ma 'F 
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That God did dye and man did ſubdue, 
God dy d becau ſet n who did dye, 
Was not meere man, hut God eternally, 
And man ſubdued 9 che ſame 1 
Chriſt God and man both dy d and een 
Theſe ſpeeches in the sd h He. 
rf ſenſe compounded: weld accor . 1 
mg! is man, tha onely for 
h' almighty ſhould: ſuch — 
Lis higher is than God, than enchanges abi 7 
* Yet fofarGod vouchfaſeth earth to grace,  * he 
So humbly God dothunto earth _ } 
So highly "God doth cauſe earth to 
So newly God earth tahimſelf uniteth, 
So firm à league tcwixt him and it he plighteth, 
That what God doth, that arch is ſald to do, 
And what earth ſuffers, God doth ſuſfex too. 
Man know thou art but nate 
Man thou art joyn'd to God, be not ingrate, 
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Rh ſuch ſtrange exchanges make 
— an Infant is become, 
bing: Iſrael's whak, the word i is dumb, 
,whom the heaven ofhcavens cannot contain, 
narrow bowels doth'i impent remain, 
porn is he in a baſe unworthy tall, 
Who us adyanceth to Gena hi beſt hall, 
e, who doth filly man like angels make; 
n homely looping wich poore beaſts doth rake, 


who doth all things fit, fits now a cratch. 
aven unto earth, God unto man doth — 


immortall parcerh on mortality, 


h cverlaſting ife begins to dy ; 
t by his death he may that Bebt deſray, 


hich » man did ow, but none fave God could pay 
he fouls Phyfician is co death given over, 
hat ſo tlie fin-ſick patient might recover, 

Ideſp. rate cure for deſpꝰ rate maladie, 


head muſt offer; the whole boay dye. 
Sprite head! bee Gol 7 but oh how can 
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God is de, rhe ſtrangeſt news, 


That ever was or ſhall be, yer enſues "i 1 ; 
No v alteration, neither diminution, ; 1 ty. 
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No loffe nor mixture Here, much leſſe cone 
Becoming what he was not, ehe remains i 
That which he ever was, the manhood gal ns, 
The Godhczd. loſeth not to me he gives 
Himſelſ, and yet his own, he ever lives. 
Two ſundry wayes indeed, a ſon is hey 
a8 may he not be ſg eo ſons tobe, 

e way the ſon of God, ſon of his mother 
Anothet way, both wayes one, nut mW 


— . e 64 <e— OY m_—_— — 


2 Heb:2.14. Chriſt called the everlaſting farker, 1Ifa 9.6 
bBYcrbum quippe rardfattum,; non deſinit effe. quod 7 Yap wh 
carrit dan g'utinat uſi/m, Prudentiut in penchomachle 
eile manet quod ſemper trat, quod non erat, efſe mcipit, 7 
nu. ti cont ulit, > fibi manſit, nec Deus eft nofter imminuit ſus 
Prudentias 70% apra fic bend, , ſic Deus eſt, at non fi atterg 
altcr, Froſ. de pril. nan alter ex pave, alter ex matye, fed al 
ter ex patie, aliter ex marte, Buche int tw. 2. de 


Venit in mundum , non depoſits hs 


2 eſt humaniſas, ok 
As 


au 
Tet | 


— 


lad era, geg s q 
viſt me, 75 it ab #t7 aq. 


* 1 

. 

41 M4 
tid 4 


ic illud ſacrum evi 


* dio 


nod cal off dat laid afide, 
be comes, y 80e heave abide, 
and finews to my ſhoulder ty d lh 
o reacht the Lord his arm to me in 4 1 
t from himſelſ he did it not remove. | | 
8 z greatneſſe little to become was pleaſed, 
t to continue great he never ceas'd , 
A he not dain'd himſelf to humble thus, 
nat good had all tis greatneſſe done to us? (lie 1 
us heavens high King ſwath'd in a cratch doth * 
et loſeth nothing of his Majeſty, 
E at cauſe have © embrace humility, 0 i 
z God hiniſelf embraced us thereby. * 
| =, 2 ventzeance for our ſs did crave, 
ty it was chat did us ſave, 9 
jeſty and — = aipft us flood, 
- m wrought our c good, 
227 7 proud man indie to be, 
h dee umble Lecture unto thee, * 
ben God, he ſtooped ta be man. 
dire at the laſt he wan, 
zen as his id him ſo advance, 
dfo his name above all names enhance,” 
tat the name of Jeſus every ® knee, 
{In he em in earth in hell ſhould bended be, 4 


— ————— 
— _... * 


10% * N - n 1 8 


4 By which his ſon did unto us deſcend. . * 
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His words,his 2 — his 72 5 
Learn ye eal me (hk faich he or Iam meck, 
What better thing than Learning can we ſeek > 
Than Chriſt what better teacher can chere be? 
What better leſſon than humili 


* 
Who will got, (charcap good . ill diſcern) 
of the beſt maſter, the beſt leſſon learn. 


By the lame e paces we to him muſt tend, 
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Come proud unto thy King, will he allo r 


Ia thee(why art wich br iedle clay inveſted) 
What in his glorious angels he deteſted? 
Pride them from heaven and glory did czecd 
Humility to heaven us erect, 
In Gods eſſeem much rather is allowed, 
An humble finger, than a juſt man proud : 
Is not God high? yet he who, will attain 
ow yo 11 bneſte lo owly muſt remain, 
Erect t «& he doth from thee retire, 
Deje& thy ſelf, thou duſt to him aſp 
- For when he ſees thy ſtooping todeje& 1 hee, T 
\ n — down more highly to «re Ache, 
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1 Mach. 11. 19.7 11. 5. Melio; e eee dc | 
ſuperb, id. [erm 49. de ne. a = 
m- 


wer me breffeavertÞ. 
he proud afar off he beholds to ſcorn them, 
he humble he regards with grace t adorn them. 
Nhat grieves the bleſſed (p?rits who ſcek our bliſs 
What more doth glad the fie nds our foes than this 
To ſee a lowly God a lofty man, 

& humble Chriſt, and a proud Chriſtian > 

Fbus God is one become a in with thee, 


We could not come to him, to ns he came, 
Taking our nature, and with us the ſame, 
Save onely fin which he came to aboliſh, 
ind that partition well tor to demolith, 

hich ſevered us from God, now joyn we may, 

Man unto God, by man hath found a way. 
The Patient could not to th' Phyfician go, 
The kind Phyfician:com:s to him, and fo 
Nato himſelf, he our diſcaſe derives, 
hat from. himſelf and us both, he it drives. 
Lord what is man, that onely for his ſake, 
m almighty ſhould ſuch ſtrange exchanges make, 
ITt' Angels themſelves his love conſidering, _ 

In joy full admiration do ſmg, 

k Glory tv God en high, on earth be peace, : 
And let good will towards Chriſtians never ceaſe. 
YOnce God ot“ Adam in dei ifion ſaid, 

Phold the men like one of us is made. 
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at thou again at one with God might be, 


b The 


5 A he ſon of Adam now of God may lay, 
Behold God's made like one of us to day.; 
Not onely like to us, but tven the ſame, 


All that belongs tothis our mortall frame Ti 
He took, ſave that which made it mortall fin, I wp 
Were c not for which, man had immortall been, Ho! 
Yea fin ic ſelf he trook(as truth doth ſay) Io 
But tooł ĩt onely,to take it away. Wit 
Similitude of ſinfull fleſh arrayes, Hor 


His Godhead,ſofin in the fleſh he ſlayes, 
Similitude of finfull fleſh he takes, 

But yet in taking it this difference makes, 
The fleſh he takes in truth, with fleſh indu'd, 
The fin he takes but in familicude. 

The fleſh he takes for ever to injoy it, 

The ſin he takes but onely to deſtroy it, 

He knew no ſin, yet ſin was made, that we 
The righteouſneſſe of God in him might be. 
The royalleſt exchange for him was this, 
When God chang'd his for ours, we ours for his 
Lord what is man, that onely for his ſake, 
Tb'al mighty ſhould ſuch ſtrange exchanges make: 
Ceaſe we not then with bleſſed ſprites to ſing 

An holy Antheme to our heavenly King. 

Glory to God on bigh, on earth bepeace, 

And let good will towards Chriſtians never ceaſe. |; +; 
Proud carnall man, ſtrike thou the ſwelling fail pe 
Olkhumane wiſedome, which here nought ava ils. Pw: 
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Under the Lee of trut Religion fall; 
n this adventure, faith is all in all. 
Great is this myſtery of godlineſſe/, . 
Tranfcending dwart-wit,who can it expfeffe ? * +/ 
Who can conceive,how earth ſhould heaven inveſt _ 
How God in fleſh ſhould be made manifeſt; . 
How Juſtice ſhould in ſweet conjunction, 1 
Wich mercy meet in the ſame action 
How the ſame perſon God and man fhohld be 
Yet neither nature loſe their property. © + 
ſow the ſame fon ſhould father have and mother, 
ind yet be ſaid to have nor one nor others 
How the ſame woman truly may be ſaid. 
At once tobe a mother and a maid, * 2 
low mothers milk into her breaſts ſhould come, 

ho ne'r receiv'd mans milk into her womb, 
low God from heav'n ſhould come to joyn with. 
let God th God in heav*n ſhould ever ſtay, (clay: 
je Heathen wizard, though they did avow 

to be Gods, yet never would allow 

God to be man, affirming God would ſcorn, 
Pa poore mortall veſſel to be born, | 
they who beſt judg'd of the Deity, 4 
ould ſoonſt of all deride this myſtery, ; 1 
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ge mard. unum idemque 3 miſericordia & juſtitia, una if 
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"That he who immortalicy poſſeſſes, 
Should become mortall, he who other bleſſes, 
And is moſt bleſt kimſclf;ſhould be a curſe, 
For who would change a goog eſtate for worſe) 
That he who thunders in the clouds on high, 
Becomes an lufant, in a cratch ſhould lye, 
Ard this not for his friends , but even for thoſe, 
Who ofhis friends, became his mortall focs, 
hat ſo they might for ever friends remain, 
Though by their friendſhip he can never gain 
The leaſt of chat ir coft him to procure it, 
And on ſuch frail. ones ficmly toenſuce ic, 
Vet all this wretched man to bring, 

He hath perform'd: Then care we not to fing 

Glory to Gd on bigh,onearth be peace, 

And let Good will towards Cbriſtians neuer ceaſe 
Come faith and fathome the pro fundities 
Oſcheſe ſo ſecret ſacred myſteries, 
The life of reaſon, is too ſhort to ſound 
The ſea which neither bottom hath nor bound, 
All = Learning here is pos d, all wit to ſeek, 
Doctors and Dunces here are learn'd alike, 
The wiſcÞ here no wiſer are than fools, Jr 
Chriſt in ab ſtall was born not in the Schools, 
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T bleſſedbirth-aay. 19 
* This birth by th* Angel was not firſt made knowu 
To Scribes and Rabbies, but to Shepherds ſhown, i 
People who in — did lire, = 
"Diſpute they could not, but they could believe, 
Uuto the feaſt, which was for all men fitted, 
The wiſe men were the laſt who were admitted, 
Avaunt then ſaucy curioſity, | 
Dangerous it is into the Ark to prye. 
Here nothing can ſound knowledg more advance 
Noth ing more learn'd than humble ignorance. 
|; Grant we that God can nothing do which man 
Can never reach by reaſons narrow ſpan. 
Gods works apparent are to us,the way 
Whereby he works,clos'd in himſelt doth ftay, 
So doth ſome skilfull artiſan reveal 
Hie maſter · piece, but doth his skill conceal, 
So God his works doth unto mortalls ſhow, 
Burt how he works, he doth not let them know; | 
Left if they knew hoth work and art, they might 
The art, the work, the worker baſely ſlciphe, | 
Thoſe works do quickly ſtarve their eſtimation, 
a Which are not fed nor fill'd with admiration. 
— — — — —ů— — —ʒ—v— yrAt'·e.— 
„ Mnedifia fit divine ſapientia qua ſalutis humane imperi- 
1 excludit, Aecius uti ſuper. Demis verum aliquid poſſe | 
cxjm no: rationem reddere non poſſumus, * Facile vileſtit quice | 
(-} "quid facile percipitur, quod aute in ingenii ac iem ſuperat quem | 
4 „ difpciline eo etiam majorem ſui admiratiamm mo- 
1 bes wy id eie quod defiderium noſtrum ſugit cupidizarem *| 
u at, | 1 
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- Praife is but cold which from a tongue is ſent;” 
| Go warm'd with wonder and aſtoniſhment: - 
Ccaſe then to argue, or if you difpute, . | 
Leet faith be Modecator, reaſon mute: 

Bleſt be Gods wiſdom, who duth mans exclude 

In heavenly matters, here the raw and rude: 

Can with the wiſeſt walk, the wiſeſt man 

Can but believe and fo the ſimpleſt can ; 

Yea ſometimes ſooner than the wiſeſt doe, 
Who carnal: wiſdome truſting too much to, 

Run mad with reaſon, and then furiouſly : 

o cut the knot, they know not to untie 2 

Chriſts a generation cannot be declar'd, 
| Beliey'd it can be, nothing is too hard 1 
For faith, where wit and language both do faile, | * 
To think to ſpeak, faith comes and doth prevaile, 105 
Faith made the man untouched - virgins wombe . r 
To ſwell, and milk into her breaſt to come: 
Had ſhe not ficfft by faith the word conceĩv'd 
Wichm her ſoule, her womb had been bercay'd 
Ofthat preferment to conceive che word, 
Which unto her ſalvation did afford. 
Faith made the Virgin rr: gnant,-faith muſtmak8 
The Chriſtian, Chriſt into his ſoule to take: 
As ſhe by faith conceived Chriſt, ſo ge 
In Chriſtians ſtill by faith conceiv'd muſt be: 
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Gencratlonem ejus quis narrabit. Iſa. 53, Fratics, gencratio] i; 
Chriſt enarrari non poteſt ert poteſt & ubi lingua de ficit. 
Maximus uti ſupra, l 5 
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Faith in ſalvation's a compendlious way; 
Wiſdome to faith an obſtacle and ſtay. 0 
All things in God doe humane wit tranſcend, 
n fai thy where humane wit doth end. 
ith ſupply what onely God can doe : 

Faith:onely canbelieve, and reach unto 

What art by arguing cannot comprehend, 
Faith by believing ſoon doth apprehend; 
The things which God hath done for us to day, 
Conceive we cannot, but believe we may; 

nd if we dotbelieve, lets not diſpute, 
But ſpeak our faith in accents which doe ſuit, 
Unto the meſſage which one Angel bringing, 
Immediatcly a multitude are finging, 

' Glory to God on high, on earth be peace, 
And let good will towards Chriſtians never ceaſe. 
Int this myſtery they to look defire, 4 
And looking do not argue but admire, — 4 
Solemnizing the day whoſe like before 704 
They never ſaw, they never ſhall ſee more. 
An holy happy day, a day of dayes, 
Greater than any day, whoſe radiant rayes 
ad they not ſhin'd and brought this bleſſed light, 
e world had lain drown'd in eternal night. 
O day of dayes ! which in due eſtimation, 
— the firſt day of the worlds creation: 


e compendium ſalntir bf fides, fidei ebf aculum ſepientia ongia 


| in deo ſupra'r ationem, nthit ſupra fdem, quicquid ſolus deus 


: pref facere, fola fuer poteſt credere. Reinfus mii [vp, Nos 5 


lot 


* Notal theworks we erste days 
Can <qualize this one diyes work tor 


broght for 
rn 
Then out of darknefſe- God did light diſcloſe, 
Now he himſelf alight is come, that thoſe +. 
Who fate in darkneſſe and deaths dreary ſhade 
Might find the way which unto life is made: 
Then did he o'r the earth the heavens extend, 
Now heaven it ſelf vouchſafeth to deſcend, * 
And kifle the earth, and kindly to embrace ir, 
And whh.icſelf*bove higheſt height to place ir, 
Then after his own image he did frame, 
The laſt of cteatures, wham he man did name, 
Now after mans own image doth he make 
Himſelf, and our fimilitude doth take, 
Himſelf is made that which he made, that he 
Might what he made from finall marring flieg. 
All chings of nothing then he made, but her? 


We are new made, who worte than nothing were, 
He ſpake theſe words & all things were made then, 
* Now is the word made fleſh, & dwells with men, 
That men made ſpirit , who were bur fleſſi before, 


Wich him one ſpj;is might be for evermore. 
Me do not find that for the worlds creation 3 
I be Angels ſang as for che incarhation. 
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2 Meliores ſunt dies in quibus ad alernam vit um renaſcitus, 


1 few in quibus ad hac te mpora procneamur, fiquidem majera 


it don gratiæ, quam naturæ, Exc beriuß. 
de i els ſhoutcd at the Creation, ol 
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. to r. ures = race, 
And let good will towards Chriſtians never ceaſe. 
The divine nature our frail nature takes, 


4 Aud of his nature, u N 
God of a Virgin purels born, there 12 
Jo purge mans foul impure nativity; oy Þ| 
The Bread of life is in a Manger laid, 4 1 It 


That man (become a beaſt, becauſe * 
From his Creatour, now by grace i 
T' a better ſtate than nature Touts 12 
, May with this heavenly — 7 
Come man and eat of this ſo bleſſed Bread, (cot). 
| (Bread that did more than all the whole work 
And gather up the crumbs that none be loſt. 
One onely crumb of this doth far ſurpaſſe 
The Feaſt that by: > Ahuſbuerus once made was. 
Dome near ſo many, none ſhall hungry riſe, 
This one Loaf all comers will ſuffice, 
Tube manna of eternall mercy falls 
In full abundanee, and for gatherers calls. 11 
That man with food of angels may be fed, 3 
And unto life eternall nouriſhed. 1 
Come ye that hunger, gather up this Man, 
Which who ſo eats again, ne'r hunger can, 
Let hungers ſtill, more hunger doth ariſe 
From the ſweet food, the more it ſatisfies, 
And let not him who feedeth fear to think 
That to his Bread and Food, he ſhall v want Drink, 
2 2 4 Seats Þ F _” ; | 
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He who is bread our hunger to expel}, 

Is againft thirſt an ever fpr well, (tain, 

There grows & flows from this, ò heayenly monn- 

Bread againſt hunger, & gainſt thirſt a fountain; 
Drink of this fountain, which who ſo once taſteth 
Shal never chirſt, this a fountala never waſteth, 

But isto them that drink a water ſpringing 

To liſe eternal, and them thither bringing: 

A doũbley jg this one fountain hath, 

It quencher thirſt, and alfo is a bath 

To waſh and clenfſe us from our ſins pollution, 
That ſo our filth may not be our confuſion: 
ome every Naaman and here bath, thereby 

To waſh away the fouls foul leproſie, 

And being made clean, beware thou fin no more, 

' Leaſt wotſe inſue than that which went before: 

But wich the thankful] Leper, turn again, 

And with thy clepſer ever more remain, 
Rendering him thanks & ſinging forth his praiſe, 
Joyning with Angels in their joyfull layes, 

Glory fo God on bigh, on earth be peace, 

And let good will towards Chriſtians never ceaſe. 
Today wars ends, and e peace begins to day: 
Error doth ceaſe, for we have found the way, 
Falſhood's removed, for truth to day is brought: 
Death periſhed, for life to day is wrought. * 
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a To. 4. Zach. 13. 1. © Chrift calls our peace, the way the 
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{Nay who is . * take, 1 
Tbat he away to his own _—_ might make, : W 
Uauleſſe he man became, he could not die; T6 
-Unlefle he die, we die exernally. - 14 
Rather than we ſhould ſuffer 2 eſſe pain, 4 
He would be born of purpoſe to be ſlain: 
Think thou that Chriſt did then begin to ſuffer, 
When Judas fold him, and the Jews did offer 
z;To apprehend him, he did then begin 

To . e his ſoule a b ſacriſice for ſin; 

| VVhen he took body, he began to die 

Then, when aſſuming our mortality, - 

He made himſelf one able to be ſlain 8 
Jo put on man, is but to put on pain, 

The very inſtant ofhis incarnation, 

Vas but the Prologue of hit bitter paſſion. 

His death was at his birth, he then began 

To dye, when he began to put on man; 

His croſſe and cradle both at once were made: 
This floure, even in the budding gan to fade; 
„The drops ofblood which at his death he ſhed, 
Were but his infant drops of tears did redʒ 
His ſwathing cloths did with that Iinnen meet, 
Of which * Joſeph mg e his 1 N Sheet. 
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3,C'b;iſts paſſion began at | bis Incarnation, d > Ifa, $3, 10, 


His 
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His blood (u ſoveraign fal ve) was fprt 
Which plaifter carey our wounds corrup on. 
Behold how he, a tender Infant cryes, g 
Who wipesall tears from true repentant eyes, 44 
And let us of chis Infant learu to weep, 
That from eternall tears he may us keep, Not 
Reſtore O man the gronings which he lent, 0 
Return the tears which he for thee hath ſpent. * 
Confider how much, thou to him doſt ow, 
Who would for thee a double ſuff ring know, 
Suff ring for thee who wert a wretch fortorn, »þ# 
Worſe at his death, but firſt in being born, 
What ſhould not we ſuffer ſor him who thus 
Hath from eternall ſuffering freed us. | 
What is for mans ſalvation leſt undone, 
Since God to us hath ſent his onely ſon, 
That ever dearly loved ſon of his, 
In whom alone rhe Father pleaſed is : 
A ſon who by his coming doth reftore 
All that our father Adam loſt and more. 
This ſon of God made ſon of man ( ket 
That ſons of men made ſont of God might be. | 
Height is made low, and houour is emba d, 
That ſo the baſe to honour may berais'd. 
Fullneſſe grows empty, emprinefle to fill, | 
And wiſdom childiſh to give children 8kil.C(found, 
Strength is made weak,and weaknes ſtrength hath ; 
3 The richeſt poore;that beggars might abound i | 


x the beſt life learns to dye, 
hat ſo the may live eternally. g 
Lord what is man that onely for his ſake 
Lalmightyſhould ſuch ſtrange exchanges make, 
What can poore mortalls in requitall bring 
Noching? yet with heavens Quirifters we'll fing, 
Glory to God on high, on earth be peace, 
And let good will towards Chriſtians never ceaſe. 


Holy Raptures, in contem- 
* plating ſome of the moſt obſervable 


Adijun tts about our Saviours 
Nativity. 


The Seaſon of the year wherein our Sqvieur was born, 
namely in the Winter Solſtice or ſunſtead. 


Ne” ſeems the ſuns unwearied Wag oneer,. 
Web every day ſurrounds this carchly ſphere 
To make a ftand, and breath his reſtleſſæ teames, 


Whom. through the world convey his golden 1 


Nor doth the day of our ® appearance ſcem( beams 
As yet his captive minutes to redecm. | 
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E. From the prevail ng aide bp 

To fteal 9 ſome advantage win TT 

Henceſorth the night ſhall loſe; the day all gain; 
Nor will the fiſter long in debt remain 

Unto her brother, bio will fairly pay 

Some part of what ſhe borrow'd every day, 

Till both be even. This ſeaſon * the yeas: 


In our * Horizon our day to * 

Which fins incroaching night abridg'd before, 

la Summers equingRtiall conceiv'd, | 

ln Winters ſunffcad born, we were dure 'd 

Ol gladſome day, invelop'd in fad night, N 

1155 chis bright day-ſtar roſe, and brought us light: 
us did on our . at his conception, 

nd at his birth take augmentaiom 

When ſuch a light into the world is (ent, 

How can the night but ſhrink, the day augment, 

All Hail,O holy, heavenly, happy day, 

That turns our Winter into joyfull May. 

And ſpringing makeſt a pe FER ſpring, - 

When firft fins Autumne a did bring: 

A day that make th everlaſting Summer, 4 

By the approaching of this heavenly comer ; = 

Who did from heaven to earth, ſo kindly come, Th 

Thar, carth by himin heaven pug have a a room. 
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Come unto me, come into me that 
To righteouſneſſe may live, to fin may dy: 

Tis black- mouth ſtill with me, becauſe of fin, 

O come that I may bright become within; 
Come that the night of {tn may ſhrink in me, 
Aud that the dayes of grace incceas d may be. 


The time of bis birth in the night. 
He light that ſhincs in darknes coms by night 
Thoſe that did fic in darkneſſe to enlight, 
What means the day ſtar in the night to rife? 
To ſhew that he gives light to blindeſt eyes; 

To ſhe w that he the worlds light is, who may 
* the moſt gloomy night to gladſome day. 
ut why do th truth, who never ſhuns the light 

| Fon like a thiefin dark neſſe of the night, 
o make both coming firſt and laſt } agree, 
That they who him expect ſhould watchfull be. 
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| Thus Vexclude a woman great with child: 


It ſhould be ſo : t 
Never at once doth the worlds both ſides ſee; 


And ne 


hi Gre arguments. 


W Hat ? 2 is it night with our Antipodes, * 7 | 
That thus by n 17 the ſun to us doth riſe? 


nne though bright it be, 


But our Nag ſonne above ſhines. and below, 
ntipodes at all doth know: _ 

This ſun which now at night doth rife is he, 

Who never ſet, but rifing ill doth ſee,” - 

Oome glorious foh f od thine illuſteious light, 

On me We wholy A. knes am and night. 


| e turn to light, my night to day, 


at ſo eternal darł neſſe ſhun I may, 
nd of that bleſſed light with thee partake, 
hoſe luſter everlaſting day doth make. 


The place of bis Birth a Stal. 


An being in honour, had not anderffanding, 
But turn'd beaft from his Creator mans 
Him to reſtore and to make man again, 
— toibe born *mong beaſts doth not diſdain: 
mothers child-bed-chamber is a Stall, 
Cratch his cradle, and the Lordofall,. 
or his poore parent ready to lye down, . 
Cannot command an Inne in all the Town. 
Uncivil Citizens, and people yilde, 


n 
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So near her time, meſo humanity, 
; on would have ſhewn to her more cour teſie, 
* You would for ſuch an one have found a place, 
Sappoſe it had been your own mothers caſe; 
Rather chan ſhe ſhould in a ſtall remain, | 
" Your (#lves without a lodging would have lain, 
Are there not ſtill fuch Innes,to whom no gueſt 
Leſſe welcome is than Chriſt, who is the beſt. 
Sweet Saviour, I an Inne-keeper will be, 
The Signe.ſhall be my Heart, come lodge wich me. 


The damned crue I entertain'd before, 
(My roaling fins,)He all turn out of doore, 

Ile not afford them lodging in a ſtall, 

Thou ſhalt have Parlour, Chamber, Hall and all 
The Houſe, the Mafter, Servants all ſhall ſtand 
Ready and preſt to he at thy command: 

The beſt chear that I can I will prepare 

For thee, and chi: ſhill be my chlefeſt care, 
Becauſe I know, *cis that which likes thee beſt) 
That all be neat and clean for ſuch a gueff. (bed, 
Thou „ Who when firſt thou cam'ſt wouldfit in no 
But in a Virgins won b fepoſe thine head, 
| Err that in all thy life ov dſt pu rity, 

And being dead wonldft in pure Linnenlye, . 

Thou that competed art unto a Do = 1 
The bird that neatutſſe doth, and cleanneſſe love, 


I know that he whio HA Ichee entertain, 
Muſt chicfly care that all be neat an clean, Bur 
0 t 


But how can I hope thou wilt lodge with me, 

In u hom all things ſo foul and ſordid be- 
Net come and lodge, for why IKnow' tis true, 
That where thou com'ft thou makeſtall thingy 

O thou whole birth a ſtall could ſtellifie (new. 

With heaven within, and a bright ſar on high, 

That not the beſt ſtar-chamber of them all, 

For glory could compare to this ſtar-ha]l; 

O gracc me with thy preſence whoart able 

To make a palace of th' Augzan ſtable. : 

O thou who hadſt things of no better worth, 
Than ſtraw and hay to ſer thy Chamber forth, 
Where thou wert born. Be born in me this day, 
In me poore wreatch, who withered am like hay, 
Be born in me, ſo ſhall iBis hay be made 
Freſh as a Roſe, and never after fade., 

Aliud ejuſdem Argumenti. | . 
AR. thou ſo humble Lord, thou doſt not ſcorn 
To be mong oxen, and mong Aﬀes born, 
O ſcorn not me, who am become (alaſſe) 
More brutiſh, fooliſh, than the Oxor Aſſe. 
For they poore beaſts their owners know we ſee, 
But far more brutiſh I have not known thee, 
Thou mad'ſt me firft a man, a noble creature, 
Little inferibur to th' Angelick nature. 
But I through ſin into a ſtate did throw 
My felt theſe brutiſh creatures far below. 
Be born in me, that I being born again 
AN thee a new-born'creature may remain, 
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1 | ThePpubliſÞing of bis birth firſt unto Shepherd. 
b TO Shepherds is his birth ficſt ſienif d, 


1 Wo by heir flocks'nigh: watching did abide 


To ſhew that the great Shepherd now is born, 
Who no baſe office for his ſheep will ſcarn; 
But watching o'r his flock doth ſtill remain, 
And they muſt watch, who will him entertain. 
Come let us with theſe joyfull ſhepherds hie 
Ulnto the cratch where this ſweet Babe doth lie, 


Tt is bleſſed Infant ſwathed in his word, 

Let us when' there he doth his words impart, 
Lay them up all wich Mary in our heart. 

More bleſt by bearing than ſhe did become, 

Than by her bearing bim within her womb. 

O bleſſed man who in his heart do:h ſwath, 

Amd bind up ſure his word for he that hath 

is word, hath him: the word it (elf is he, 


The publiſher of bis Birth a bleſſed Star. 


* Glorious angel is the reſerendarie, 

# Aw firſt chis tidings unto man did carry, 
An heaveuly herald htreſt was to bring 
News of the coming of the heavenly King: 
That Goſpel by an Angel firſt was brought, 
To men, which now by man to men is caught, 
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I mean his Church, which place doth ſtill afford 


Then where his word is, needs himuſelf muſt be. 
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4, goſpel which now 604 by man doth rac, | 


No glarigusy is 
O Ky Goals HE kk ers ( Torn” 
Angels) be ke! e e Ang A unde d, 
Let them not with an het life detame” „ * 
The reputation of an heayenly name, b | 
But ftcive rhey others to excel as far, 
As Angels unto them ſupet idur N. 
That whereas others are But nicg at beſt; 
They way like Angels ine above the felt. 
What 13 heàv'ns greateſt grief, earths greateſ i 1 
An Angels place, poſſe A by a Devil. 
O let not an unholy converſation, | 
F-ully belye an holy app*eNatioh. 144A 
Holy thc fun&ion' we may well repute 3 
Which holy Angels) joy to execute, IO 
Holy is be, tlie bolie of all, DEN 2 
Who doth us to this hol ho Vicon th, 


rere 


Holy the meſſagg s which we muſt do, n 
O let the nee be holy too. 2 1 = 
Aliud. EY 


Ow 8 is che new;s ? how full, of jo jo 

In WhichGod none but angels would! im 
How gladly do theſe fiery Poſts. attehd, 
When for mans g good their Maſter doth therd | ſend} © © 
No erand they More chear fully | go on = 
Than that which tends co o mans ſalvasi. n. 
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He necd not fear her for his wiſe to take, 
Whom God, yor man, q iq thus a mothen make. 


Not unto whom, but from hom we ang ſent 51 


As welcome unto heaye * bali oe 


This woman 
Which promi 
Which Eq in di N 
An Angel ſertl;s Jeſeph's qqubtiing thought, 
Tels bim the holy Ghoſt, his, work had wrought 3 


To be a Preacher to the ſimpleſt wain ?: 
If he who lends us no reſpeſter be, FRA 


Of perſong (as he faith) then wby ond we? | 


Look we,when.on our meſſage we are bene... 


3: Th coleBtatigntf bit Birth, by At tude of Axel 
| [> He Sermon endedis, (he Palm enſſheß yr © 

L A Fun which ſaitgh;wich che joy ſul news? 
The ſubject oft 


A multitude begins when one hath done, - 


he Sei mon preach'cby one: 


U 
An 
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ene e ae en t. | 
- Whoſe ale foh f A ngets Abe ſyrmount: 
There need but one An 35 a 
| uch news xo any true Believin We” 
| Good news 46th fp &ad'ir (elf, fies unfeſtrain'd, 
And glad ſome t dings won are entertain'd. 
How gufckly did this heavenly ſermon ſound 
| Throughout the world, how many-hath it quod 


I o entertain it with fijch conſtancy, 
That Ill hels rage * could not them terrifie, | 
 Thelon vg expected news defired ſo much, 
And by ſotnany When it came was ſuch, 
As that one Angel was enough to bring it, 
But all the Averls fe few enough to fing! it. 


The wi ſemen conducted by a Star, and bringing Preſents. 


3 | BRAY your guide, you wiſe mer of the Eaft, 
3 (Though taft invited to this heavenly feaſt) | 
The . Created Stat r,which ſhews the way 
Unto this bleſſ 4882 and Will nor ſtay, 
k Till he havehrot oußht y dl; here he dot "abide : 
But ſhortiy iftes ber of fp he doch Hide. Ce graces, 
For when. the ſonne with en the world once 
| The ſtars: aſhamed. are to ſbew-their Faces. 
Think nt that you's are glad ſotarreto come, 
Fo ſeek a King, and finde ſo bafe 4 rob: 
Think not the room is baſe, where there is ſcen 
A ftar without, a glorious Son within ” 
% cre 
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Here ſhall you ſind that child you far hevefougtir, 
Preſent to him the Preſents you have brought 
Give gold to him as ti ibute to your King, 1 
As Gcd for ſervice incen ſe to him bring, = (dy,; - 
Bring Myrrhe © imbalm the man who. oncemuſt : 
Leſt All mankind ſhould dye eternallß. 


Aliud. 


LATE: on ye wiſe men, ſtay not til he come 
Where wiſdom hath tane up an homely . 
Think not ſolong a journey little worth, (room. 
Wiſer you ſhall return than you cameforth, "41 
VVill you be wiſe indeed ? Drink of this well | 
Which wiſdome opens ina fily Cell. 
Drink of this well your thirſt to ſatisſie, 
Bur ere you drink, uſe th* Adders policy. 
Your humane wisdomes poyſon frſt eject, 
So ſhall you find true wisdomes ſweet effect, 
Had you come fools, you wiſer ſhould become 
Than all the wizards you have left at home, 
urn and being return'd report and ſay 
To thoſe ftar-gazers that at home did ſtay, 


Nor all the ſtars they ever ſaw could ſhew 18 

much to them, as one ſtar did to ou = 
ell chen, in all the heavens they never ſhall 
greater find, than you found ina ſtall. [ 


O thou eternall wisdome make me wiſe, 
from my heathen Countrey I may riſe, 


wauſc me, that I to thee my way may take, 
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411 | 1 
ly fathers bouſe, and kindied to forſake, | 
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* And that L may not etre not g ANN {1 bo: 
Let that bright ſta r( the word) lead me the 
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Sorrow (thou ſayſt)may for a night remain, % 
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